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The Alchemist Weekly welcomes
coherent freelance submissions. 
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Opinions and Editorials, be they ours  
or yours, this is where they be.
5 | Foodie Files 
12 | Dirtstir

 
We’ll be the judge, you be the jury...
5 | Bookworm 

 
This is the home for local !ction, poetry and 
prose.
15 | Detective Siempre

 
Journalists call them features; 
we say it’s the word.
6 | FIre Fight
14 | Dancing in the dark

 
It’s the calendar of all things Albany,  
Corvallis, Lebanon, and Philomath. 
8 | Alchy Picks

 
As if your smart phone wasn’t distracting 
enough. 

11 | Crossword and Sudoku 
13 | Weekly Horoscope 
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"is is an open letter to all 2011 gradu-
ates. Graduates: curb your enthusiasm. I do 
not say this to discourage you, I say this to 
help prepare you mentally for the world you 
are about to enter.

Most of you have been living in an alter-
nate universe for some time now. "irteen 
years if you are graduating High School, 
probably at least 17 years if you are $nishing 
up your undergrad degree, and maybe near 
a quarter-century or more for you (over)
achieving masters and doctorate students.

Who am I? I am a 2010 college graduate. 
I received a bachelor’s degree in journalism 
and was one of the lucky ones. I secured a 
job before graduation and thought I had my 
life planned out. Two weeks after packing 
my bags and relocating from Wisconsin to 
Oregon, I was pulled aside by my supervisor 
as she informed me that she was quitting. 
"ere I was, 2,153 miles from home with a 
new lease on life AND my apartment, be-
ing told that my job would soon be non-
existent. "e point is, anything can happen, 
so be prepared. Don’t get cocky because you 
landed your “dream” job but don’t be dis-
heartened because you’re going to need to 
move into your parents’ basement for now.

Planning on moving back home? Don’t 
fret. According to Twentysomething Inc., 
85% of recent graduates have moved back 
in with their parents. You’re not alone. 
Guess what else: your parents aren’t going 
to sympathize with you. When they were 
your age, they had jobs. Not only did they 
have jobs, but anyone who didn’t have a job 
was “lazy” and most certainly didn’t have a 
college degree. Don’t let the naysayers get 
you down though. Sending out 50 cover 
letters and resumes a week is a full-time job 
within itself.

I recently asked an employer if I could 
have an informational interview to discuss 
why I didn’t get a position. She sent me an 
email saying, “Honestly, we had so many 
applicants for the position that there was 
no way we would be able to interview all of 
them. Limiting our applicants to a manage-
able number is basically a crapshoot.”

So, even after 18 years of school and ob-
taining that pretty piece of paper, applying 
for a job is like playing the lottery.

According to the national center for 
education statistics, a person with only a 
high school degree makes about 60 per-
cent of their bachelor’s wielding equivalents 

whereas master’s grads only make about 
19 percent more than those with a bach-
elor’s. For fans of money, a bachelor’s de-
gree seems like a no brainer, but obtaining a 
master’s degree solely for the economic gain 
is $nancially irresponsible when you factor 
in both the time and cost associated. ("is 
is assuming you do not have a full-ride to a 
school through scholarships. If that is the 
case, do not listen to me whatsoever.)

"ere are basically two options you have 
once you graduate that are considered logi-
cal and acceptable to our parents and soci-
ety. Two options that won’t involve a lecture 
about how we need to $gure our lives out: 
Get a full-time job or go on to more school. 
"e average debt of a college student is 
$24,000. Please consider this number when 
choosing to continue your education. Dis-
regard this number if you have a passion 
and are pursuing it through education, or if 
your mom is Oprah.

So what are some alternatives? Take a 
year o! and volunteer or work abroad. Train 
elephants in "ailand or teach English in 
Japan. Get out and see the world while you 
still can, many international work programs 
will pay you for your service. You won’t be 
making the big bucks, but I’m going to as-
sume it beats sitting in your parent’s base-
ment. Odds are if you are reading this and 
just graduated, you are in the prime of your 
life. What is the point of life if you’re not 
going to allow yourself to live?

In the end, my advice is to look inside. 
Search deep inside of yourself and decide 
what is best for you. Be realistic, be a critic 
of yourself, and be honest. Do you really 
want to be a dentist or is the money the 
only thing appealing to you? Are you sure 
you want to go on to get your master’s, or 
are you only attempting to live up to your 
family’s expectations? More school isn’t the 
answer for everyone, and diving into a long-
term career at a young age might be some-
thing you will look back at and regret.

If you can look into the future 40 years 
and imagine yourself being completely 
enthralled with the path you chose, then 
sprint forward, but there’s nothing wrong 
with looking around for a little while to 
pick the best trail.

-Craig Wiroll
think@thealchemistweekly.com


