
WWW.THEALCHEMISTWEEKLY.COM • VOLUME 4 NUMBER 180:49 • JUNE 14, 2011
A

t l
ea

st
 w

e 
kn

ow
 T

he
 A

lc
he

m
is

t’s
 a

re
 g

oo
d 

fo
r s

om
et

hi
ng

.

Homeless
in

Corvallis
We’re in it together

by Craig Wiroll
p. 6

   
    

 B
ES

T PLACE

TO BE HOMELE
SS2011

CORVALLIS



2 • JUNE 14, 2011 • WWW.THEALCHEMISTWEEKLY.COM

La
st

 w
e

e
k

's
 p

u
zz

le
 s

o
lu

ti
o

n
s

The Alchemist Weekly welcomes
coherent freelance submissions. 

.

Albany ● Corvallis ● Lebanon ● Philomath
VOLUME 4 NUMBER 180:49 ● JUNE 14, 2011 

The thoughts, views, and opinions expressed in 
Voice are of their authors and do not necessarily 

represent the thoughts, views, or opinions of 
CorvAlcheMedia, LLC.

V O I C E 
Opinions and Editorials, be they ours  
or yours, this is where they be.
2 | Letters

V E R D I C T 
We’ll be the judge, you be the jury...
5 | Bookworm & Take a trip to the 
Darkside 

W O R D 
Journalists call them features; 
we say it’s the word.
6 | Hometown Homeless

B U M P 
It’s the calendar of all things Albany,  
Corvallis, Lebanon, and Philomath. 
8 | Alchy Picks

F U N  B I T S 
As if your smart phone wasn’t distracting 
enough. 

11 | Crossword and Sudoku 
13 | Weekly Horoscope 

L I T E R AT I 
This is the home for local fiction, poetry and 
prose.
15 | Detective Siempre

Editorial 

Editor: Courtney Clenney 
Staff Writers: Courtney Clenney, 
Noah Stroup, Stanley Tollett 
Bump Editor: Noah Stroup
Contributors: T. Clarence, Compere, Josh 
Goller, Michael Thomas, Craig Wiroll

art 
Art Tag Team: Ney Ney/So Stro 
Layout Tag Team Coco/Nono 
Cover Photo by Noah Stroup

advErtising 
Director of Marketing Stanley Tollett 
Account Executive Noah Stroup

BusinEss 
Publisher Noah Stroup
The Alchemist Weekly is published by: 
CorvAlcheMedia LLC 
PO Box 1591 
Corvallis, OR 97339 
541.224.6873

alchEmist mission 
As a publication, our goal is to facilitate greater 
understanding and appreciation for the diverse social 
and cultural groups found in the area. In doing so, we 
hope to create a greater sense of community between 
Oregon State University and Corvallis, between Al-
bany and Corvallis, and between Philomath, Lebanon 
and Corvallis/Albany. The Alchemist recognizes the 
various interests of these groups and is dedicated to 
being as fluid as the community it serves.

*The Alchemist is available to you for free. Please limit 
yourself to one copy. If your picture is in it, you are wel-
come to take enough copies for your family.
PrEvious issuEs: Subject to availability, back issues can 
be purchased by mail for $5. Send your request with specific 
issue date to PO Box 1591, Corvallis, OR 97339 and include 
a check or money order payable to The Alchemist Weekly.

letters 
news 
submissions 
editor 
calendar 
ads

@thealchemistweekly.com}
CONTACT US...if you dare:

All content copyright 2011 The Alchemist Weekly

4 7 1 6 9 2 8 5 3
8 5 2 7 4 3 6 9 1
6 9 3 8 1 5 4 7 2
7 3 8 9 2 1 5 4 6
9 2 6 5 7 4 3 1 8
1 4 5 3 6 8 7 2 9
5 6 7 1 3 9 2 8 4
2 8 9 4 5 6 1 3 7
3 1 4 2 8 7 9 6 5

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

HUNTING VOTERS
Once an American citi-

zen reaches the ripe old 
age of 18, he or she 
need only give the 
Fed a few bits of 
personal infor-
mation in order 
to legally exer-
cise his or her 
power to vote.  
No test of in-
telligence or 
education is 
required; no 
test of basic 
political or his-
torical knowl-
edge is admin-
istered. There are 
no requirements to 
fulfill; all you have to 
be able to do is send in 
a piece of paper (and pre-
sumably recognize your name 
printed on one), and you can start 
filling in circles. I am not suggesting 
any of the above examinations ought to be 
required, but I would suggest that perhaps 
there are some drastic implications of the 
current system.

In my limited experience, I’ve found that 
the way people mentally address relatively 
small issues is usually indicative of the way 
they will address the larger ones. I’ve often 
found that this applies to politics: if you 
don’t care to research a local or state issue 
outside the influences of the news media 
or either political party, chances are that 
when November 2012 rolls around, you 
won’t care to educate yourself beyond FOX 
News, CNN, and the promises of the two 
great Americans competing for world-wide 
influence and a $400,000 salary.

 It was with these things in mind that I 
not-so-inconspicuously dropped eaves on a 
conversation between two people at an un-
disclosed location serving mediocre coffee 
in this, the most beautiful city in Benton 
County. Like any informed young Ameri-
cans ought to do at least a few times an-
nually, they were talking (and presumably, 
thinking) about something political.  The 
precise subject of conversation was a bill 
concerning the legalization of cougar hunt-
ing with the aid of dogs. This bill recently 
passed the state House of Representatives.

 This, according to both persons A and 
B, is absurd.  Person A remarked that this 
method is hardly hunting, and sarcasti-
cally put forth the idea that remote control 
hunting from the comfort of an armchair 
is likely next. Person B concurred, adding 
that,  “it’s not like cougars are in abundance 
or anything.” They went on to discuss the 
terrible effects on the ecosystem that would 
surely take place if hunting cougars with 
dogs were again legalized. These included a 
severe overpopulation of coyotes--as there 
would be far fewer cougars living to devour 
the poor dogs--and the resulting predatory 
pressure placed on species upon which coy-
otes feed.

The absurd factual errors in this line of 
reasoning struck me as… absurd. As it hap-
pens, the current statewide population of 

cou-
gars is 

quite large 
and growing, es-

timated by the ODFW to be about 5,700 
cats. Also, it may be a small point to rec-
ognize that cougars do not actively hunt 
coyotes. The two species are rarely even in 
competition with one another, except in the 
cases of prey shortages and, very occasion-
ally, livestock.

In regards to the “armchair hunting” ar-
gument, a cougar is nearly impossible to 
track without hounds, but the addition of 
hounds does not therefore make the pursuit 
“hardly hunting.” A cougar can go for miles 
over the densest underbrush and most 
brutal terrain before it is briefly cornered, 
often crossing streams and the scent trails 
of another cat. The hunter must keep close 
behind his dogs throughout the chase, if he 
hopes to arrive before the cat can find an es-
cape. And once the pursuit is through, it is 
the hunter and not the dogs that must dis-
patch the cougar. The hounds actually never 
come in contact with the animal; they’re too 
smart for that.

It was almost excruciating for me to stay 
quiet and listen to the discussion in prog-
ress, not because the individuals involved 
had opinions contrary to my own, but be-
cause most of what they said displayed an 
ignorance of the subject at hand so com-
plete that the conversation was almost 
satirical. It was from nothing more than 
hearsay that they drew their opinions and 
perspective of the issue. 

This encounter is only a small example; 
I’m really not too concerned about large 
wildcats or the way they’re hunted. But it 
reminded me yet again of the problem of 
the uninformed voter, a problem that is so 
often ignored. I think that a much more 
dangerous animal is emerging, and that is 
the empowered uninformed voter; the citi-
zen who does not even slightly understand 
a certain issue, but honestly believes that 
they understand it perfectly, independent of 
any particular factual source. All too often, 
it is with this mentality that the majority 
thrusts its will upon the political minority. 
I think there is something very wrong with 

ER
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this. But you won’t see me blaming public 
education, the government, or Sarah Palin. 
The only way to reverse the trend of em-
powered ignorance is for you and I to edu-
cate ourselves beyond the minimum, and 
continuously, critically examine our opin-
ions as we develop them.

-Reid Demarest

AND IN THE END...
So it’s coming to an end--that’s a real 

shame. To be brutally honest, my personal 
opinion is that for the last few months, The 
Alchemist had been sliding down a gradual 
slope. Don’t get me wrong, every week I 
grab a new copy, and scour the pages, look-
ing for the Literati section, or to see a local 
artists work, though time and time again, I 
am sadly disappointed at not only the lack 
of local artists photo’s, painting, pictures, the 
occasional lack of a Literati section, or even 
worse a Literati section that takes up maybe 
2% of the layout. When The Alchemist first 
started, I was almost instantly hooked. I 
loved the idea, the sense of community, and 
appraisal of writings and arts--every week, 
the cover was something new, and whenever 
you saw it, you knew that someone in town 
took that picture, or painted those colors, 
now when I see the cover, I wonder, which 
one of the staff took this cover photo? The 
Alchemist--my secret love/hate relation-
ship. The idea--to promote the arts within 

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Corvallis and the surrounding areas and to 
help build a sense of community between 
those areas? Most of the articles I read in 
The Alchemist, I have read either in the GT 
or online. I do not pick up The Alchemist to 
read what I can read elsewhere, I pick it up 
to see who lives in my city and what are they 
thinking? I want to know who paints, and I 
want to see their work. I want to know who 
writes poetry--both verse and free verse. 
I want to read the stories of a detective, a 
fictional story written by an artist. I hope 
with this letter, you do not feel as if I am 
bashing The Alchemist, because I am not-
-I love The Alchemist. Thank you for doing 
something. I enjoyed the time with which 
Alchemy was what Corvallis breathed.

--L.K.

P.S. With that being said--is the reason 
you three have decided to stop because of 
money issues or time issues?

If it’s money, that’s completely under-
standable--though, if it’s an issue of time, 
and work, have you guys thought about 
passing the torch onto someone else. I could 
only imagine, being one myself, that there 
are people out there who would love to help 
The Alchemist survive. Please think, if there 
is any way that The Alchemist could con-
tinue, please try before the flame is snuffed 
out forever.

LETTERS from our Readers are always welcome and we will print as many as we can fit. Please send 
your letters to editor@thealchemistweekly.com. It is helpful for you to include your name and contact 

information as well. Letters may be edited for grammar, clarity, or space restrictions.
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Housekeeping (1980), by: Marilynne Rob-
inson

There is something remarkable 
that happens when one com-
mits themselves to marilynne 

robinson’s consummate first novel: they 
are cast in a kind of enchantment dilute 
of logic whose substance preserves the 
drowned moments of their own memo-
ries. Whatever mnemonic baggage we 

Bookworm
by MICHAEL THOMAS

     Take a trip to 
the Darkside
Midnight in Paris with JOSH GOLLER

VERDICT

The call of the artist is to find an 
antidote to the emptiness of 
the present. so goes the pulse 

of Woody allen’s latest feature Midnight 
in Paris. allen’s trademark themes of ex-
istential angst, restlessness, and fear of 
death permeate this film as well, but with  
a charm that’s a welcome departure from 
the more formulaic and forgettable pic-
tures he’s added to his stable in recent 
years. a writer/director as prolific as al-
len (who manages to churn out a new 
movie yearly) can’t avoid hits and misses, 
but his work has been trending toward the 
latter in the autumn of his career. 

Not so with Midnight in Paris. Once ob-
sessively fixated in New York, he’s found 
a voice in Europe of late, and this latest 
endeavor glorifies Paris almost as fawn-
ingly. Standing in for the character Allen 
certainly would have played himself in his 
prime, Owen Wilson portrays Gil Pender, 
a restless Hollywood hack with literary as-
pirations on holiday with his fiancée Inez 
(Rachel McAdams) in the City of Light.

Gil and Inez may mesh when it comes to 
the little things (they both enjoy the “pita 
bread” at Indian restaurants, for instance) 
they butt heads on the grander scale. He 
enjoys walking through the rain and regrets 
never having moved to Paris when he once 
had the chance, while she’d prefer to furnish 
their home in Malibu with $20,000 desks.

Though not explicitly revealed in the 
film’s trailers, it’s no great secret that Gil 
winds up stumbling into the Paris of the 
past, much like Jeff Daniels walked off the 
silver screen in Allen’s The Purple Rose of 
Cairo. Inexplicably, Gil finds himself rub-
bing elbows with his late artistic heroes, the 
likes of Hemingway (Corey Stoll), Fitzger-
ald (Tom Hiddleston), Gertrude Stein 

(Kathy Bates), and Dali (Adrien Brody). 
He’s soon smitten by Picasso’s muse Adri-
ana (Marion Cotillard), while wrestling 
his own displeasure with the present day.

Wilson carries the picture as Gil, inno-
cent and likable as he subtly shifts through 
time without the need of a vortex or De-
Lorean or hot tub. And he’s much more 
suited and capable of the Allen stand-in 
role than predecessors such as Will Ferrell 
or Larry David. Cotillard is warm and al-
luring while McAdams is cold but no less 
stunning. The film itself is shot with soft 
light but vivid colors and the story en-
chants without carrying too much philo-
sophical heft.

With a feast of literary and art referenc-
es, the humor is of an esoteric brand and 
much of the film will be lost on the unini-
tiated. Still, Allen creates a world within 
a world that will delight even those who 
might not grasp why others in the theater 
are laughing. As usual, we may have to 
endure several more years of lesser works 
before arriving at another gem, but with 

Midnight in Paris Allen proves that, though 
we may yearn for the golden age, he can still 
make us happy in the present. 

carry with us to a reading of this book, no 
matter how divorced from the story’s nar-
rative, its contours are enhanced through 
robinson’s prose. The author’s words, her 
syntax, act as a kind of regenerative recall 
for the reader—it is so that one can hap-
pen upon passages where robinson ar-
ticulates a forest soil after the passing of 
rain, or the effect of light upon an overcast 
room and the reader will be pulled into 
their own remembrances of similar, past 
moments; swung apart from the narrative, 
and then delivered back again. 

This is the incredible power of Robin-
son’s Housekeeping, a book so perfect in its 
language and eerie spell that its existence is 
extremely intimidating to creative writers, 
or should be. I still believe firmly that I will 
never write anything this perfect. 

Set on a great wooded lake somewhere 
in the Northwest, Housekeeping is about two 
sisters, Lucille and Ruth, who grow up in 
an orchard home in the town of Fingerbone 
after having been orphaned by their mother, 
grandmother, and two elder aunts in turn. 
Ruth acts as the narrator and her story 
spools from tragic origins with her sister 
into the girls’ formative years when their 
young, and previously derelict, Aunt Sylvie 
comes to Fingerbone to be their guardian. 

Along the way there are many personal 
and profound projections of the discover-
ies of adolescent girlhood and of life at the 
edge of a wilderness when one’s familial 
history becomes connected physically to the 
environment from which it sprung. Largely, 
the book is about loss—its inevitability, its 
effect, and the shifting proximities it cre-
ates, then alters, from subject to subject. 

Writing of their mother, a suicide who 
drove her car from an embankment into the 
great lake that brims Fingerbone, Ruth says: 
“It is…difficult to describe someone, since 
memories are by their nature fragmented, 
isolated, and arbitrary as glimpses one has 
at night through lighted windows.” Gradu-
ally, almost sheepishly at first, the girls grow 
apart, each the other’s loss. They too sense 
the inevitability of this schism but neither 
confronts it or tries to reverse it. These are 
two women who are so accustomed to loss 
that they are unmoved by defeat, itself an 
appendage of their sisterhood; Ruth later 
notes: “It seemed to me that what perished 
need not also be lost.” It would be 24 years 
before Robinson published another work 
of fiction. Housekeeping is good because of 
its theological and wilderness imagery and 
because of its simple, empathetic plot. Its 
language makes it something truly extraor-
dinary. 
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Benton county is one of the most 
highly educated counties in all 
of america, yet homelessness is 

still an overwhelming problem. shouldn’t 
an educated community be able to deci-
pher a solution?

Obviously there are no easy answers to 
ending chronic homelessness and poverty. 
Now more than ever, people who have lived 
comfortably their entire lives are search-
ing for ways to stay afloat. If we cannot 
cure homelessness, and educated people are 
floundering due to an unpredictable econ-
omy, we must find a way to manage rather 
than cure.

The Corvallis Homeless Shelter Coali-
tion operates under the guidance of a feder-
ally conceived 10-year plan adopted by the 
Benton County Board of Commissioners in 
2009. Because there are so many different 
organizations within Corvallis all pursuing 
the same goal of eradicating homelessness, 
they must work together and communicate 
effectively in order to create an efficient sys-
tem of helping the homeless.

The goals for the individual homeless 
people is to secure long-term housing. This 
is accomplished by improving their overall 
physical and mental health, overcoming ad-
diction, and education assistance with an 
emphasis on skills that improve employ-
ability.

One of the programs provided for low-
income, homeless, and generally food-in-
secure residents of Corvallis is the Stone 
Soup Meal Program which has been active 
in the community for about 30 years. There 
are two meal sites in the city of Corvallis: St. 
Mary’s school gym on Monday, Wednes-
day, Thursday, Friday and First Christian 
Church on Tuesday, Saturday, and Sunday. 
Combined, both sites serve complete meals 

seven days per week. The program provides 
between 2500 and 3000 meals per month, 
about 32,000 meals over the course of the 
year.

“Everyone is welcome at Stone Soup, 
anyone who’s hungry,” said Sue Schulz, the 
Head Kitchen Coordinator for the First 
Christian site. “You don’t have to be home-
less and we don’t ask for any ID.”

There are no paid positions at Stone 
Soup, it is run entirely by volunteers in the 
community. St. Mary’s and First Christian 
Church donate both the space and utilities. 
Funding is provided through both small 
grants as well as donations from the com-
munity at large. All funds that come in as 
donations go directly toward food and sup-
plies for the program.

The food is provided by Linn Benton 
Food Share through donations from local 
grocery stores such as Trader Joe’s, Fred 
Meyer, Market of Choice, and Albertson’s 
as well as leftover food from the Oregon 
State University dining halls. (Trader Joe’s 
directly provides food weekly to a Stone 
Soup site.) Stone Soup purchases the food 
for pennies on the pound from Linn Ben-
ton Food Share.

“People come [to Stone Soup] for many 
reasons: some people are hungry, some are 
food insecure, some come for the socializa-
tion, and some come for all of the above,” 
said Schulz.

Steve Chovanec, Head Kitchen Coordi-
nator at the Mary’s site, says that the meals 
are plentiful and nutritious. “It’s a complete 
meal: salad, soup, coffee, a main course, and 
dessert,” said Chovanec. “There’s no reason 
for anyone to go hungry in Corvallis, you 
can get a hot meal every day of the week.”

According to Chovanec, college students 
make up a large part of Stone Soup’s vol-
unteer base and they are always welcoming 

newcomers.
Although Stone Soup is a well-oiled ma-

chine, there still are many goals for the fu-
ture. One includes introducing a new, more 
“family-friendly” meal site which can be ac-
cessed by more families, women, children, 
and babies who are not necessarily home-
less, but need assistance in meeting their 
nutritional needs and may be struggling 
financially.

While attending one of the dinner’s at 
the St. Mary’s meal site, I sat down with a 
bright smiled, well-dressed man in his early 
40’s named Paul. Paul is homeless. “It took 
me awhile to admit I had to come here, but 
I am so glad I did,” said Paul. “The Sun-
day night dinner is the kicker! Great atmo-
sphere and music.” Paul is one of a handful 
of homeless residents in Corvallis who have 
been selected for the Partners Place hous-
ing project.

According to Barbara Ross of the Corval-
lis Homeless Shelter Coalition, 14 people 
will be residing in the new Partners Place 
building at Northwest 16th Street and 
Harrison Boulevard. The building consists 
of six, two-bedroom units as well as room 
for the on-site property manager. The hous-
ing is permanent and residents will share a 
kitchen but have their own private bed and 
have the ability to lock their bedroom door.

Partners Place takes a “housing first” 
mentality, which, unlike programs such 
as Community Outreach, does not insist 
homeless residents be clean, sober, and 
healthy for five days prior to entering the 
program. Instead, they provide the resourc-
es beforehand to give the homeless solid 
footing in order to aid them in making a 
healthy transition.

When speaking to various members of 
the homeless community, they expressed 
concern about the facts and figures being 

represented by the local media. Recently, 
the Corvallis Gazette-Times published 
and article entitled “Homeless count shows 
improvement” that optimistically claimed 
the number of homeless people in the tri-
county area to be on a decline from previous 
years based on a tally conducted in January.

Several local homeless residents called 
these figures “wildly inaccurate” and 
claimed that the numbers, which the Ga-
zette-Times claimed to be 107 homeless 
people in Benton County and 124 home-
less people in Linn County, to be “more like 
500 or more.”

Although most local programs that spe-
cialize in providing care to the homeless 
and low-income people are private non-
profits rather than government entities, 
naysayers still clamor about taxpayer money 
being used to fund these programs through 
government assistance grants. Time and 
time again, studies have shown that pro-
viding the homeless population with these 
services costs the public much less money 
in the long term. By treating the homeless 
people and straightening their divergent 
paths, we invest in their long-term health 
and eventually end up paying less in unpaid 
court costs, jail time, and health care costs.

Making it illegal for homeless people to 
live by charging them with crimes for sleep-
ing on the streets is financially and mor-
ally irresponsible. The homeless people are 
charged and ordered to go to court, which is 
expensive for you, I, and everyone involved. 
The homeless people obviously do not have 
the funds to afford the penalties presented 
against them. It is a vicious cycle which is 
damaging everyone’s quality of living. “It’s 
illegal for us to sleep,” said Paul whose camp 
had recently been busted along with more 
than 40 other people. Paul claims that one 
area he used to camp at for five dollars per 



WWW.THEALCHEMISTWEEKLY.COM • JUNE 14, 2011 • 7 

 WORD
night has since been turned into a dog park, 
possibly to spite the homeless community.

Another major program providing servic-
es to the Corvallis homeless is Community 
Outreach Inc. COI has been around for 40 
years and started as a drop-in center but has 
turned into an all encompassing homeless 
rehabilitation program. Although several 
of the homeless community members that 
I talked with preferred to not deal with 
COI, possibly due to their strict policies 
regarding sobriety, they offer a plethora set 
of resources to the community. Emergency 
and transitional housing for both men and 
women, food boxes once per month, medi-
cal clinics for the uninsured and underin-
sured, and drop in emergency services such 
as a food pantry kitchen, and a three times 
daily shower seven days per week. Clients 
can also store important documents such as 
birth certificates and identification cards on 
property as well as obtain special lockers for 
their belongings.

Community Outreach also has a 24 hour 
crisis line, mail services (the homeless can 
use CO’s address), phone use, messaging 
services, child care, mental health counsel-
ing (individual and group), behavioral and 
alcohol and drug therapy, medical care, and 
dental health.

Kenny Lowe, the Social Services Direc-
tor of Community Outreach, believes one 

reason for homelessness in Corvallis is be-
cause “the rich get richer and the poor get 
poorer.” He thinks that although homeless-
ness might not exactly be a larger problem 
in Corvallis compared to larger cities, it is 
much more prevalent because “they don’t fit 
into the typical Corvallis mentality.”

If you are interested in taking advantage 
of the services Community Outreach pro-
vides, “just call or come in to get a run down 
to see the limitations and requirements for 
shelters, meaning passing criminal back-
ground, no sex offenders, and five days clean 
and sober,” said Lowe. Other eligible people 
are domestic violence victims, people in a 
family assistance plan, referrals from county 
and city jails, and medical referrals. COI 
also has 10 beds slotted for veterans with a 
partnership with the Veteran’s Administra-
tion.

Several other resources available for the 
local homeless community include New 
Beginnings drug rehabilitation, Corval-
lis public health and mental health, OSU 
Emergency Food Pantry (open twice 
monthly) and Vina Moses, which provides 
free clothing monthly, toys for kids, and 
laundry facilities. Two extremely valuable 
resources are the Corvallis Daytime Drop-
in Center for socialization and snacks dur-
ing the day, and the cold weather overnight 
men’s and women’s shelter that is open four 

Food Review by Craig Wiroll
Restaurant: School Gymnasium at St. Mary’s Church
Today’s meal consisted of an appetizer of a fresh garden salad topped lightly with 

ranch dressing. The salad was superb and definitely satiated my initial hunger while 
leaving me wanting more. After washing my salad down with a juice cocktail, I moved 
onto the cream of corn soup which hit my palate with a bolt of delicious lightning.

I could hardly imagine what the main course had in store. Pasta with a tomato 
based sauce? Oh, that’s nothing fancy. Oh wait, are these glorious hunks of prime rib 
in my pasta? Why yes, yes it is. I only eat steak about once every few years, so I think 
this is a delectable treat for just about anyone in any tax bracket. After washing my 
main course down with a glass of milk, it is time to move onto dessert.

I have two options, peaches in tapioca pudding or strawberry rhubarb pie. Well, I 
opt for the tapioca pudding and just take a bite out of my new friend Paul’s rhubarb 
pie. I have reached nirvana at this point. After polishing off my meal with a fresh cup 
of coffee I am ready to head back home, but not for one second do I overlook how 
lucky I am that I have that option. To have a place I can call home without fear of 
people stealing my possessions (that I must carry around with me at all times) and 
having to worry about extreme cold and constant rain, or even snow.

Point is, if you’re reading this and you’re living in Corvallis, you’re probably lucky. 
You probably have worked hard to get where you are and your successes can be attrib-
uted to that hard work, but the fact that you were born into a situation which allowed 
you to express your strengths and talents makes you lucky. Having access to a good 
education makes you lucky.  Not having to worry about where your next meal is com-
ing from makes you lucky. Never take those things for granted.

On a side note: I give this meal an A+ for being nutritious, delicious, and most 
importantly: free

continued on p. 14

months in the winter from 7 pm to 7 am 
to provide a warm place to sleep at night. 
Also introduced in March 2011 was Ben-
ton Homeless Connect which is an annual 
event that acts as a one-stop-shop by pro-
viding health screenings, haircuts, ID ob-
tainment assistance, and many more.

For the younger generation of those 
without secure housing, the Jackson Street 
Youth Shelter provides housing for home-
less, runaway, and at-risk youth from ages 
10-17.

Nearly all of the organizations mentioned 
depend on volunteers in order to run effec-
tively. Please do not hesitate to get involved. 
Call or contact any of the organizations and 
express interest in helping and I guarantee 
you will be welcomed with open arms and 
have a great experience.

WHAT NOW?
The first and most important step to 

achieving a manageable homeless commu-
nity is to accept the individuals dealing with 
it. This does not mean excuse their wrongful 
actions (if they so exist) but rather to not 
label and stereotype them as bad people. 
Many people have a strong negative con-

notation toward homelessness, that is, until 
it affects them or someone they know.

This negative stigma creates a separa-
tion between the help and the people who 
need the help, creating and unhealthily 
dichotomous community. The goal in any 
community should be cohesiveness and un-
derstanding. If we don’t strive to understand 
those who are unlike us, why should we ex-
pect them to understand us and live up to 
our standards? It is an impossible expecta-
tion that will only continue to get worse 
and divide us as a community.

In order to understand the local home-
less population, we all need to treat them 
as members of the community rather than 
outsiders to even potential problems. Cor-
vallis’ homeless population is extremely 
tame and consist of very few violent or mis-
chievous residents (comparatively to other 
homeless populations). They are much more 
likely to be arrested for trespassing (sleep-
ing out in public, where they live) and pub-
lic intoxication than for hurting anyone or 
stealing anything.

One problem within the homeless com-
munity which often goes unnoticed and is 

I say yes. They say no.
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ALCHY
PICKS

[week of June 14th]

Thursday | June 16th | 6:40 pm
OSU Goss Stadium
HAVE YOU SEEN MY BASEBALL?

The Corvallis Knights will be taking on 
the WCL Portland Bucks at 6:40 p.m. at 
Goss Stadium. Tickets are $5 for general 
admission and $7/$8 for reserved seating.

The Knights are playing in their 22nd 
season and consist of college eligible stu-
dent-athletes. Unlike usual college teams, 
the Knights use wooden bats (like bosses).

The Knights are the reigning West Coast 
League champions. Six former Knights 
are currently playing in the MLB, so there 
is no doubt about the quality of baseball 
these guys are able to play.

If you are unable to attend due to lack 
of funds, the 6-1 Corvallis Panthers (who, 
based on record, are much better than the 
3-5 Knights) will be tearing it up at Wil-

Friday | June 17th | 8:00 pm
Albany Civic Theatre
MOOOOOOOOOOORRREEEE!?

Because you’re sane, you were watch-
ing the Tony Awards on Sunday, which 
celebrates one of the greatest traditions 
in American history, the musical. No 
longer using classic tales like Romeo and 
Juliet, as is the case with West Side Story, 
the American musical has moved to epic 
ridiculousness, with characters like Spider-
man and music scored by U2.

Forget about this nonsense. The classics 
will forever be that by which we gauge all 
that comes after and Oliver! is one of those 
standards.

“Please sir, could I have some more?” 
Oliver asks. If only he hadn’t drawn the 
short stick, he might’ve lived the rest of his 

Thursday | June 16th | 8:00 pm
Cloud 9
BRING IT ON HOME

This Thursday, Creighton Lindsay joins 
his friends, Gary Nolde and Dan Scollard. 

During the 1970s, Creighton Lindsay 
impressed North American and European 
folk music audiences with his spirited 
performances and recordings with a series 
of accomplished acts in the traditional 
music idiom—Jon Cooper, Wild Mountain 
Thyme, and The Ambassadors. The release 
in 1982 by Rooster Records of “I Ain’t 
Worried” (Creighton’s first solo effort) 
quickly established Creighton Lindsay as 
one of the finest of a new generation of 
American roots stylists. Lindsay’s distinc-
tive slide guitar and evocative compositions 
caught the ear of filmmaker Gus Van Sant, 

liams Field #4 in Corvallis against Sweet 
Home. What the Panthers lack in age and 
experience (average age 11.4 years) they 
make up for with cute boyish charm and 
unbelievably perfect coaching.

“Sometimes the players forget to drop 
their bat until after they round first base. 
You don’t get that kind of action at a 
Knights or Beavers game!” the Panthers 
coach said.

No matter which game you decide to 
attend, don’t forget to stop by Block 15 
after the game and pick up the exclusive 
Summer Knights Ale! Who knows, you 
may even see some players. Probably not 
many Panthers though, since they are 11 
years old and have 10 o’clock bedtimes.

          ~CC Wiroll

photo courtesy of CorvallisKnights.com

who hired Creighton to compose the mu-
sical score for his first full-length feature 
film Mala Noche in 1985--a New York 
Times “Critic’s Pick”. In the 1990s, the in-
dependent label Time & Strike released a 
number of recordings featuring Creighton 
Lindsay: the CD re-issue of “I Ain’t Wor-
ried,” Scrapbook (a collection of rare vault 
recordings that spanned Lindsay’s career 
at the end of the millennium). During the 
last five years, Lindsay has produced two 
collections of fiddle tunes-- A Portland 
Selection and A Portland Selection 2 , 
featuring the playing of George Penk, 
Clyde Curley, and Susan Songer. Both 
recordings have received rave reviews from 
fiddle music enthusiasts around the world 
and have garnered a “good as it gets” from 
NPR’s Bob Boilen.      ~Contributed

[BLUES]
Thursday | June 16th | 8:00 pm 

Creighton Lindsay
Cloud 9

life in that miserable orphanage and not 
struck out into a world of excitement and 
song. 

Making its way into the public con-
sciousness via the 1968 Academy Award 
winning musical film, Oliver! is now com-
ing to your local Albany stage. The story is 
based on the Charles Dickens’ novel Oliver 
Twist that follows the boy from an orphan-
age to London where he meets the Artful 
Dodger and his ragtag group of pickpock-
ets. Oliver is an incredible naïve child who 
is taken advantage of by the group’s leader 
Fagin and his partner Bill Sykes.

The story is a classic and the musical 
is in the upper echelon of unforgettable 
books.    ~NS

[BASEBALL]
Thursday | June 16th | 6:40 pm 

Corvallis Knights
OSU Goss Stadium

[MUSICAL]
Friday | June 17th | 8:00 pm 

Oliver!
Albany Civic Theatre
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129 NW 4th Ave
Corvallis, OR 97330

work

meet

learn

join

Call Sheri Dover
(541) 602-6215

www.adpizza.com

meets the high road.”
“Where the back alley 

214 SW 2nd Street
Behind the Downtown 
American Dream Pizza

753-7373

Thurs. June 16th. 6pm
The Kindreds
Americana

Sat. June 18th. 6pm
Ambush Party Light
Acoustic rock

UP
ON
THE
ROOFROOF
ON

*

*Weather Permitting

Friday | June 17th | 9:00 pm
Dixie Creek Saloon in Tangent
U-HAUL (AND KICK) ASS

Dixie Creek Saloon in Tangent is 
playing host  to The Antharchists (FO 
FREE!!!), a thrash metal punk band from 
Eugene. The two-man-band consisting 
of Aaron Tunnell and Dano Lemm have 
a interesting novelty: they play out of a 
freakin’ truck. A converted U-haul to be 
more specific. 

The truck is stacked with it’s own electri-
cal supply, stage, and lighting. The Anti-
archrists have played alongside some of the 
biggest bands in the business, and along a 
bunch of sidewalks too. Five years strong 
now, the band has racked up close to half-

Friday | June 17th | 6:00 pm
Calapooia Brewing in Albany
FIVE-PEAT

If Corvallis is known because of Oregon 
State, then the neighboring town of Al-
bany is known because of Calapooia Brew-
ing Company. And they’re turning five 
years old this Friday. How is it that such 
a relatively new business has made such a 
ginormous splash in the little wave pool 
that is Albany? I’ll tell ya. It’s because they 
throw the best parties! Oh, and it prob-
ably has something to do with the tongue 
tantalizing libations they brew as well.

The anniversary celebration will be just 
as fantastical as the ‘Pooia itself. “We’re 
having a big ol’ party,” Paul Huppert says. 
Allow me to interpret “big ol’.” A $10 
cover entitles you to some yummy grilled 
pig flesh, or if you prefer chicken, there’s 
that too, a ‘Pooia beer and the celebratory 
sounds coming from The Vicki Stevens 
Band as well as the Alchy Award Winning 

a-million miles on their tires.
The Antharchists made it big by play-

ing without permission outside of more 
notable bands’ shows. They would use the 
parking lots near venues to display their 
talents. This rebellious technique eventu-
ally led them to receive invites to play as 
an actual part of these shows with the help 
of their fans, whose line, “I support the 
Athiarchists – Let Them Play!” has become 
the mantra of the band.

Playing with The Antiarchrists this time 
around will be pop-punk band Game Over 
and five piece metal band Don’t Ask Alice. 
Tickets again cost absolutely nothing, zero, 
no dollars. You have no excuse.      ~CCW

[ROCK]
Friday | June 17th | 9:00 pm 

The Athiarchists
Dixie Creek Saloon

band: Xenat-Ra. The party starts at 6:00 
pm and the music starts at 7:00 pm. 

    ~Coco

[BEER]
Friday | June 17th| 6:00 pm 

KEGGER!
Calapooia Brewing
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friday17
livemusicAlbany

CALAPOOIA BREWING 5th Year Anniversary Party with Vicki Stevens &  Xenat-Ra, 6:00 pm, $10 
[PARTY!]

Corvallis
BEANERY ON 2ND Adam Breese, 8:00 pm, FREE [ACOUSTIC]
BOMBS AWAY CAFÉ Inebriated Species, 10:00 pm [ROCK]
FIREWORKS Karl Smiley, 8:00 pm [BLUES]
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH Chintimini Chamber Music Festival Concert, 7:30 pm, $20 [CLASSICAL]

Lebanon
DOWNTOWN DOG Live Blues, 6:00 pm [BLUES]

Tangent
DIXIE CREEK SALOON The Athiarchists, Game Over, Don’t Ask Alice, 9:00 pm [ROCK]

wednesday15
livemusic

Corvallis
CLOUD 9 Udon, 9:30 [J-POP]
FARMER’S MARKET Kurt Smith, 9:30 am, FREE [ACOUSTIC]

Tangent
DIXIE CREEK SALOON  Blues Jam with Wild Bill, 7:00 pm [BLUES]

Lebanon
DOWNTOWN DOG Bluegrass Jam, 6:00 pm [BLUEGRASS]
PEACOCK BAR & GRILL EAST The Brand, 7:00 pm [ROCK]

Albany
EAGLES LODGE  Albany Senior Dance, 1:30 - 3:30 pm, $3 [DANCE]

Corvallis
APPLEBEE’S DJ Stoltz Dance Party, 9:00 pm, FREE [DANCE]
PETER GYSEGEM’S STUDIO Argentine tango classes, 7:15 pm, $5 [DANCE]
PEACOCK BAR & GRILL Main Stage: Karaoke, 9:00 pm, FREE [SING]; On the Top: Western Wed  9:00 pm,  [DANCE]

Lebanon
MERLIN'S BAR & GRILL Karaoke, 9:00 pm [SING]

Corvallis
ENOTECA WINE Carabella Cellars Winery Tasting, 7:00 pm, $10 [WINE-ER]
FIRST ALT COOP NORTH Gluten Free Emergency Kit, 5:30 pm [DISASTER]
FIRST STREET DOWNTOWN Corvallis Farmer’s Market, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm, FREE [MARKET]

sing&dance

stuff

tuesday14
livemusic

sing&dance

Albany
ALBANY CIVIC THEATER Oliver! 8:00 pm, $13 [MUSICAL]

Corvallis
BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB End of Year BBQ, 1:00 – 5:00 pm, FREE [FOOD]
CHS BLACK BOX Willamette STAGE Company: Road to Mecca, $19 [STAGE]
ENOTECA WINE BAR Chocolate Truffle Thursdays, 6:00 pm, FREE [YUMMERS]
FIRST ALT COOP NORTH BeerTasting, 5:00 pm [BEER ME]
HEALING FLOWER CENTER Post Traumatic Stress and Cannabis: An effective but maligned treatment, 6:00 pm, 
FREE [CANNABIS]
GARLAND NURSERY “Moonlight in the Gardens” Members Only Event/Sale, 6:00 pm [GARDEN]
LIVE WELL STUDIO Free Teen Yoga by Reach Out Yoga, 4:00 pm, FREE [YOGA]
OSU GOSS STADIUM Block 15 Thursday: Corvallis Knights vs WCL Portland, 6:40 pm [BASEBALL]
WINESTYLES Forgeron Cellars Tasting, 5:30 pm, $5 [WINE ME]

Lebanon
DOWNTOWN LEBANON Farmer’s Market, 3:00 pm – 7:00 pm [MARKET]

stuff

stuff

Corvallis
CENTRAL PARK Community Band Concert, 8:00 pm, FREE [BAND]
SUNNYSIDE UP CAFÉ Celtic Jam, 7:00 pm, FREE [LISTEN/PLAY]

Corvallis
ELKS LODGE Beginner Line Dance 7:00 pm, $3 [DANCE]
IMPULSE BAR Cuban Salsa 7:30 pm FREE [DANCE]
PEACOCK BAR & GRILL Main Stage: Karaoke with Sqwig-e-okie, 9:00 pm, FREE [SING]

Lebanon 
MERLIN'S BAR & GRILL Karaoke, 9:00 pm [SING]

Halsey
WOODY'S BAR & GRILL “Terry-oke” Karaoke with Terry Geil, 9:00 pm, FREE [SING]

Corvallis
APPLEBEE'S National Trivia Association Night, 9:00 pm, FREE [TRIVIA]
BENTON COUNTY HOSPICE  Indestructible: One Man’s Journey through ALS, 12:00 pm [FILM]
ENOTECA WINE BAR Girls night out! Knit night, 7:00 pm [SHE'S CRAFTY]

Albany
CALAPOOIA BREWING Rough Jazz, 7:30 pm, FREE [JAZZ]

Corvallis
BOMBS AWAY CAFÉ Bloody Twins, Girl Named T, Rin Tin Tiger, 9:00 pm [ALT FOLK]
CLOUD 9 Creighton Lindsey and Dan Scollard, 8:00 pm [BLUES]
CROWBAR ROOFTOP The Kindreds, 6:00 pm, FREE [FOLK]
FIREWORKS Performers Spotlight Series with Haley Johnsen and Matthew Rosenburg  hosted by 
Gabriel Surley, 8:00 pm [SHOWCASE]
OLD WORLD DELI Old Time Music Jam, 7:00 pm [FOLK]
PAPA’S PIZZA Northwest Banjo Band, 6:30 pm [BANJO]

Lebanon
DOWNTOWN DOG Country Jam, 6:00 pm, FREE [COUNTRY]
PEACOCK BAR & GRILL EAST Blues Jam, 7:00 pm, FREE [BLUES]

thursday16
livemusic

Albany
EAGLES LODGE Line dance, 7:00 pm, $4 [DANCE]

Corvallis
PEACOCK BAR & GRILL Main Stage: Karaoke, 9:00 pm [SING]; On the Top: DJ Mike, 9:00 pm [DANCE]

Lebanon
MERLIN'S BAR & GRILL Karaoke, 9:00 pm [SING]

sing&dance

Albany
RILEY'S BAR & GRILL Cutting Edge Production presents Ladies Night with Dj Tray, FREE [DANCE]

Corvallis
CLOUD 9  80s in the Clouds, 10:00 pm  [DANCE]
CORVALLIS SENIOR CENTER Friday Night Dance by The Syncopators, 7:00 pm, $4 [DANCE]
PEACOCK BAR & GRILL Main Stage: Karaoke, 9:00 pm [SING]; On the Top: DJ Heartburn, 9:00 pm [DANCE]

Albany
ALBANY CIVIC THEATER Oliver! 8:00 pm, $13 [MUSICAL]

Corvallis
CHS BLACK BOX Willamette STAGE Company: Road to Mecca, $19 [STAGE]
FIRST ALT COOP SOUTH Wine tasting, 5:00 pm [WINE ME]
OSU GOSS STADIUM Corvallis Knights vs Bellingham Bells, 6:40 pm [BASEBALL]
WINESTYLES Friday Flights, 5:00 pm [WINE]

sing&dance

stuff
[AMERICANA]

Saturday | June 18th | 6:00 pm 

The Kindreds
Troubadour Music Center

[ALT FOLK]
Thursday | June 16th |  9:)0pm 

Rin Tin Tiger
Bombs Away Cafe
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Across
1. Org. for the four-legged
6. “Familiarity breeds contempt” 
fabulist
11. They may follow the 4th qtr.
14. Like Montana, mostly
15. ___ New Guinea
16. Helpful website section
17. Offense of shoving someone with 
a six-pack?
19. ACC college football powerhouse
20. Small, oil-rich nation
21. Honey liquor
22. Singer John with “Missing You”
24. 2011’s “Arthur” and “Conan the 
Barbarian,” e.g.
26. Nerdy “Peanuts” girl
27. Offense of giving obsessive atten-
tion to ferns?
30. Inc., in England
31. Rapper Sweatshirt of Odd Future
32. It may be indicated by candles
33. Shrewd
36. Modern wartime hazard, for short
37. Besides
38. U.N. workers’ grp.
39. Cellar, in real estate abbrs.
41. Wanted poster abbr.
43. Offense of passing off fake low-
lying areas?
47. How a fugitive may live
48. Bluntly, the opposite of whatever 
the Kardashians appear in
51. Psychoanalyst Jacques
52. Mitten material
54. Margarine
55. Totally sick
56. Offense of selling narcotic texts?
59. Toothpaste tube letters
60. Be mad about
61. “You Will ___ Tall Dark Stranger” 
(2010 Woody Allen flop)
62. Sleep at one’s desk, say
63. Cruise through school
64. Centerfold features

Down
1. Leafy area
2. “Yeah, but whaddya gonna do?”

3. Recording studio device
4. In a fleshy way
5. Priest’s robe
6. H.S. exam graded 1-5
7. “FDA Official: ‘Just ___ Goddamn 
Vegetable’” (“The Onion” headline)
8. Did 100, say
9. “___ Founder”
10. NYTimes.com went behind one 
in March 2011
11. Agent
12. Wine enthusiast’s events
13. Rubber cleaner
18. Modify
23. Couples’ cruise boat?
25. Dennings of “Thor”
26. Destroy
28. Take care of
29. Wee bit
33. One without rank
34. Noted Hollywood liberal since 

the 1960s
35. Refined display of approval
36. Strauss-Kahn’s former org.
37. Openings on football helmets
39. Casual chair type
40. Nation in 2011 protest news: 
Abbr.
41. Light on one’s feet
42. Frat vessel
44. “Glee” star Michele
45. Oxford scholarship namesake
46. Bill and Hillary Clinton, e.g.
49. Income, in France
50. “Animal House” gowns
52. Slangy word of excitement
53. Veggie called bhindi in India
57. Lines of praise
58. “I ___ Camera”

Illegal Hacks
Inkw

ell Crossw
ords by Ben Tausig

1    7    5
 5    4 7 6  
 2  3 9     
 7     5   
3  1    6  8
  8     4  
    2 9  3  
 8 2 7    9  
9    8    4

Difficulty: Medium  sudoku-puzzles.net

To submit a calen-
dar listing, notice 
of events must be 

received in writing by 
noon on Tuesday, one 

week before  
publication.

 
Send to 

calendar @ 
thealchemistweekly.com. 

For photo consid-
eration please at-

tach high resolution 
images with proper 

photo credit.

Albany 
RILEY'S BAR & GRILL Cutting Edge Production presents DJ Tray, FREE [DANCE]

Corvallis 
CORVALLIS DANCE CENTER CENTER Beginning Ballroom Lessons, 3:00 pm, Intermediate West Coast Swing Lessons, 
4:00 pm, Beginning West Coast Swing, 6:00 pm [DANCE]
FCC GATTON HALL Folklore Society:  Contra Dance with Calico and Mary Devlin, 7:30 pm, $7 [DANCE]
PEACOCK BAR & GRILL On the Top: DJ Heartburn, 9:00 pm [DANCE]

Lebanon 
DUFFY'S IRISH PUB Karaoke, 10:00 pm, FREE [SING]
MERLIN'S BAR & GRILL Karaoke, 9:00 pm [SING]

Albany
ALBANY CIVIC THEATER Oliver! 8:00 pm, $13 [MUSICAL]

Corvallis
AVALON WINE Wine tasting, 12:00 – 3:00 pm [WINE-IN]
DOWNTOWN FIRST ST Corvallis Farmer’s Market, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm, FREE [MARKET] Corvallis Artisan’s Market, 
9:00 am – 2:00 pm [CRAFTS]
ENOTECA WINE BAR Saketini Saturdays, 3:00 pm [SAKE-TO-ME]
GARLAND NURSERY Green Walls/Woolly Pockets, 11:00 am [GARDEN]
OSU GOSS STADIUM Corvallis Knights vs Bellingham Bells, 12:35 pm [BASEBALL] High School Baseball 5A/6A 
All-Star Series, 6:00 pm [BASEBALL]
WINESTYLES High End Wine Tasting, 4:00 pm, $10 [WINE TIME]

Lebanon
MONTEITH PARK 8th Annual Paws in the Park 5k Fun Run/Walk, 9:30 am [FUN RUN]
WILLAMETTE SPEEDWAY Dirt Car Super Late Models “Topless Showdown,” 6:00 pm, $14 [RACE DAY]

sing&dance

stuff

stuff
monday20
Albany
MIDWAY FARMS Farm Experience Day Camp, through June 24th [FARMING GAME]

Corvallis
ENOTECA WINE BAR Non-Profit Monday: Community Outreach, ALL DAY [BENEFIT]
FIREWORKS Southtown Open Mic, 8:00 pm [LISTEN/PLAY]
INTERSECTOR WORKSPACE 37 Cents Artists and Musicians Community Group Meeting, 7:00 pm [COLLECTIVE]
PEACOCK BAR & GRILL Main Stage: Karaoke with Sqwig-e-okie, 9:00 pm [SING]

Lebanon
STARLITE SPORTS BAR Willamette Poker Tour, 7:00 pm [POKER]
MERLIN'S BAR AND GRILL Karaoke, FREE [SING]

Albany
CALAPOOIA BREWING Blues Jam, 4:00 pm, FREE [BLUES]

Corvallis
FIREWORKS Cloud Mountain Ramblers, 8:00 pm [STRINGBAND]

Tangent
DIXIE CREEK SALOON Acoustic Jam, 7:00 pm, Bluegrass Jam, 7:00 pm, FREE [iPlay]

Corvallis 
PEACOCK BAR & GRILL Main Stage: Karaoke with Sqwig-e-okie, 9:00 pm [SING]

Lebanon 
MERLIN'S BAR & GRILL  Karaoke, 9:00 pm [SING]

sunday19
livemusic

sing&dance

Albany
ALBANY CIVIC THEATER Oliver! 8:00 pm, $13 [MUSICAL]

Corvallis
ENOTECA Saketini Sundays, 3:00 pm [SAKE-TO-ME]
OSU GOSS STADIUM High School Baseball 5A/6A All-Star Series, 2:00 pm [BASEBALL]

Lebanon
WILLAMETTE SPEEDWAY Father’s Day Tuff Truck & Trash Car, 6:00 pm, $14 [RACE DAY]

stuff

Albany
CALAPOOIA BREWING Brooks Robertson, 8:00 pm [FINGERSTYLE]
FARMER’S MARKET Mitch Hider, 9:30 am, FREE [WHISTLER]
RHYTHM AND BREWS Broh-Taylor Band, 7:00 pm [BLUES]

Corvallis
BEANERY ON 2nd The Steele Sisters, 8:00 pm, FREE [MODERN SOUL]
BOMBS AWAY CAFÉ BAC Variety Night, 7:30 pm, FREE [VARIETY]
CLOUD 9 Vicious Kisses, Painted Grey, Debra Arlyn, 10:30 pm [ROCK]
CROWBAR ROOFTOP Ambush Party Light, 6:00 pm, FREE [ACOUSTIC ROCK]
FARMER’S MARKET Folding Sky, 9:30 am, FREE [FOLK]
FIREWORKS Gabriel Surley, 8:00 pm [INDIE FOLK]
TROUBADOUR MUSIC CENTER The Kindreds, 8:00 pm, $8 [AMERICANA]

saturday18
livemusic

[ROOTS]
Sunday | June 19th | 8:00 pm

Cloud Mountain Ramblers
Fireworks
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metzgergreenbuild.com

Creating
Sustainable Solutions

541.908.4634

Robnett’s HardwareRobnett’s Hardware
Family owned & operated since 1893

2nd and Adams • Downtown Corvallis • 541.753.55312nd and Adams • Downtown Corvallis • 541.753.5531

Buy 1 single cut key 
get 1 free with ad !
Buy 1 single cut key 
get 1 free with ad !

OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK

OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK

DISC
SKATE
GLASS

DISC
SKATE
GLASS

Independently
Owned

since 2006

1110 NW Van Buren
Corvallis, OR
541.754.4257

NINKASIBREWING.COM

THEALCHEMISTWEEKLY.COM

Ninkasi Brewing Company 
& The Alchemist Weekly proudly support …

Call 541-344-2739 (x203) for more info 

OREGON 
NON-PROFIT

ORGANIZATIONS

OREGON 
NON-PROFIT

ORGANIZATIONS

OREGON 
NON-PROFIT

ORGANIZATIONS

N��west LocalN��west Local

GET
YOUR ADS

IN HERE!

ads@thealchemistweekly.com

B&J
Bookbinding

New Binding - Restoration
Repairs - Bibles

108 SW 3rd St • Corvallis • 541.757.9861

ON A 
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by
Coyote

Kate

●June 14, 201
1●

June 21st marks the solstice, a 
day when the light and dark are 
equal. also on the solstice there 

will be a lunar eclipse of a full strong sun 
moon. Prior to this, we experienced a so-
lar eclipse on may 31. on July 1, there will 
be another solar eclipse. in light of these 
events i am dedicating this week’s horo-
scopes to a one time creation of another 
sign: corporal. corporal is a sign of our 
own making—a manifestation. in action, 
it is known as corporation. naming it was 
easy, choosing a symbol proved somewhat 
more difficult. i thought about matching 
it up with a tasmanian devil, but i would 
not liken this sign to an animal of the 
Earth no matter how radically that ani-
mal lives. The sign of the corporations is 
a gold-plated, double-edged sword; one 
side of the blade represents protection, 
of course, albeit dulled. The other side, 
acutely sharp, carries swift death for those 
who oppose it. it drips with centuries of 
blood and oil—fluids of death and life, 
a particular polarity. This double-edged 
sword is held by a single hand only. no 
body carries it. on occasion, the image 
of grim reaper appears behind it, but it 
never holds the sword. The sword is an en-
tity of its own.

My intent is always to combine syn-
chronicity, planetary alignments, and love-
-all within these horoscope messages, but I 
found myself stuck. These solar and lunar 
events are too important to consider sepa-
rately. With regard to everything that has 
happened so far this year—earthquakes, 
nuclear meltdowns, birds falling out of the 
sky, fish dying in droves, and, prior to that, 
the Gulf Oil spill, etc. And in looking for-
ward to end of cycle projections of 2012, it 
becomes evident we need to pay attention 
to what is happening right now. This is our 
break, a place in time to manifest what we 
want, to glean enough energy to continue 
healing processes, to increase the potency of 
our positive approaches—the ways in which 
we act, in which we manifest our desires. 
June 21st marks the beginning.

My suggestion for this week: Focus on 
what is becoming apparent—the things 
that have happened that can’t be ignored. 
We are in a social conundrum with eco-
nomic and political structures no longer 
working. The process of destroying and kill-
ing others and then rebuilding their social 

structures in a never-ending 
cycle of war-mongering can 
go on no longer.

Focus on peace. True peace. 
This means interactions with 
your friends, neighbors and 
communities. Concentrate 
your energies on the healing 
of the Earth, the healing of 
the people, and on the heal-
ing of the systems. Start small 
and work your way outwardly. 
Together we can change the 
meaning and intent of Cor-
poral.

The Earth is here to help, if 
we just watch her ways. Life 
and death are components. 
She is intrepid and ever-sus-
taining—if we work with her. 
We don’t own her. Sometime 
this week, help to sustain her. 

Make it the first thing you do each time you 
wake up. Let her be your number one lover. 
She chooses you as her number one lover 
unconditionally. Find a way to access her 
wisdom and listen to it. Do you know where 
your food comes from? You breath recycled 
air of millions of people who have lived be-
fore you and who live with you, what do you 
experience from their gift? And the trees, 
plants, oceans, and animals are here with us. 
Do you think of them as something to be 
used or as co-inhabitants? Bring your spirit 
to them.

For a moment in time, share fully of 
yourself with the Earth. I’m hoping that 
this experience at the Solstice will follow 
you in the rest of your days and bring about 
the way of being we all need to grace the 
entire Earth with. Peace.

 Aries (March 21-April 19): Ever wake 
up and wish you were a different person? 
Or that you were doing something differ-
ent, more exciting or fulfilling with your 
life? Examine karma occurring around you, 
including your own. Let guilt flow away and 
refresh your spirit with curiosity.  With the 
absence of guilt you may discover at least 
one previous life you led. And with that in-
formation, restructure your future. The Sun 
entering Cancer on the Solstice ( June 21) 
paves the way for this transformation.

Taurus (April 20-May 20): Where are 
the sacred places where you live? Is it at the 
library where many others, including chil-
dren and teenagers, hang out? Is it a place of 
higher learning? Or maybe it is more natu-
ral, such as the ever-flowing, swirling rivers 
that grace our doorstep? Could it be paths 
by the rivers, or the parks, or atop a distant 
peak? Anyplace is sacred Taurus, if one 
makes it so. Practice focusing on the ap-
parent empty spaces like that run-down lot 
you pass by each day or the ‘eyesore’. Theses 
places, like the mountains and rivers, har-
bor hidden signs of life-an edible dandelion 
or two, lemon balm, crab grass, litter. Al-
tering your perception makes the universe 
come alive with wonder. Who knows what 
or who you will find, maybe a pilgrimage to 
your self ?

 
Gemini (May 21-June 20): While 

communing with those piss ants on a daily 

basis, tying into their energy can certainly 
can roust up business. I’ve discovered if I 
stay within my bounds, so do they. If I ir-
ritate them, they march into my kitchen 
leaving footprints on everything. I don’t 
mind cleaning up after the footprints, it’s 
their attitude that gets to me. And so I pray 
to them now, sending peace their way, hop-
ing that their Queen will be safe enough to 
lay all her eggs and that everybody will eat, 
chew and be merry. Now I don’t know what 
ant liquor tastes or looks like, what would 
give them a sense of well-being, or even if 
they lay their little heads down to sleep. I 
don’t know what ant pillows look like or 
even if they cuddle. I’m suggesting Gemini 
that you take on the persona of someone or 
something that bothers you. Walk in their 
footsteps as dedicated as an ant, to sense 
who they are and what their life is like. Ex-
amine what it is about them that you don’t 
care for and recognize that quality for what 
it is within you.

 
Cancer ( June 21-July 22): Beauti-

ful Solstice, yes you are here. Add a lunar 
eclipse (both on Wednesday). These cos-
mic events help you to peel back your rigid 
crust, emerge, like the Moon, Potent power 
from within wants out. Even though you 
don’t know where it will go or what it will 
be, trust in it.

 
Leo ( July 23-Aug. 22): Each morn, sea 

horses turn to the Sun, awaiting its arrival, 
honor-bask in the rays, and then swim on 
their wiggling way. The Sun is your planet, 
crucial to our survival and your sense of who 
you are. With the gift of increasing amount 
of daylight headed our way, you will be able 
to harness Sun’s energy to complete the 
goals you’ve set. One word of advice: Get 
rid of any part of your prior plans that won’t 
work. Things have changed somewhat. Be 
flexible.

 
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Baby spiders 

swing into actions with a single strand of 
silk, trusting age-old methods of flight. 
Where they land is anybody’s guess. I sug-
gest that you swing like those innocents, 
trusting the ancient ways to guide you. Use 
the energy of Mars entering Aries on Mon-
day to provide the mode of transportation. 
(It will be so fast—be prepared.)

 
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Saturn stops 

its motion for a while, stationing direct on 
June 12th. A rest is in order, Libra--a time 
of contemplation, a time of prayer, a time 
of assessing. You have come into your own. 
Breathe easy for awhile.

 
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): My life 

is in turmoil ever since the USDA got rid 
of the food pyramid. I have wound my life 
around that thing ever since I cuddled at 

my mother’s breast and now I don’t know 
what to do with myself. I keep thinking 
that maybe I should try to eat with dif-
ferent shapes in mind. For instance, eat-
ing circle-like only allows me to ingest the 
same things over and over again, and I’m 
bored. Maybe I should try eating in a tri-
angle fashion. Zoom in from one angle to 
the second and the third, but then I think I 
would feel like a rat in one of those mazes. 
I don’t want to be the creation of a USDA 
rodent labyrinth, and you should break out 
of old parameters too, Scorpio.

 
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Some-

times I think that my words are like the 
wind, touching here and there with mean-
ing, and then gone in a gust. I’ve studied the 
air quality above reams of paper that I’ve 
shredded, watching for some kind of energy 
to be released from the printed pages. What 
happens to all those ideas and thoughts? 
The must be larger than a mass of squig-
gly leftovers. With Mercury entering Can-
cer on Thursday Sag, it is time for you to 
think of all the words you say. Limit them. 
Maybe even take a vow of silence in honor 
of the Mercury entering a watery sign--just 
to watch.

 
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): A Ni-

gerian proverb goes like this: “Whenever a 
person breaks a stick in the forest, let him 
consider what it would feel like if it were 
himself that was thus broken.” One can’t 
stop from breaking some twigs under the 
feet during on walk on this Earth. The in-
tention is what counts. Take care Cappi. 
Take care. 

 
Aquarius ( Jan. 20-Feb.18): Cities and 

towns all have a particular buffer that builds 
up around them, an energy that’s difficult 
to penetrate, especially if one is not related 
to anyone, or if it is a more transient town, 
such as a college town or a place like New 
York City, where it takes a while, due to the 
diversity, to relieve and define the chaos, if 
it is ever relieved. Focus on your place of 
being, Aquarius. Can you feel the barriers 
or do you see openings where the human 
component is more important? Do what 
you can to erase those barriers, change the 
invisible boundaries of the place.

 
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): Brood-

ing Pisces has delved into the unreachable 
mental place nearly. Watch out for the bot-
tom, you might hit your butt on something 
that bites hard. I suggest that you start talk-
ing to whomever will listen. Talk until your 
tongue has fuzz, then shave it off, and talk 
some more. Your thoughts need to be ex-
pressed even if it appears as ‘chatty’ to you. 
Let your tongue flow like water and you 
will experience the deep healing and ca-
tharsis that you need and desire.
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What’s your favorite flavor of Oregon Trail’s Party Pig?

Adopt your returnable/refillable pig at
Oregon Trail Brewing, First Alternative Co-Op and Market of Choice

Oregon Trail Brewing • 341 SW 2nd St • 541-758-3527

I don’t go flat!

not discussed is chronic loneliness. Every-
one, including the homeless population, 
needs friends. Fortunately, according to 
Ross, Corvallis area homeless have a lot of 
sympathy for one another.

Despite being some of the most cohesive 
groups of people in Corvallis, the homeless 
community is also among the most diverse. 
Homelessness and poverty affects all types 
of people and there is no one stereotype 
that can define the local homeless. There is 
no denying that some of the homeless peo-
ple are older men with grey beards, as you 
might expect, but holding that stereotype 
ignores all of the single mothers, women, 
and children that are also affected by ex-
treme poverty.

It’s not just physical stereotyping either. 
We often assume that people are homeless 
based entirely on bad decision making and 
substance abuse or gambling addictions. 
This is not always the case. Many members 
of the local homeless population are af-
fected by various mental disorders such as 
bi-polarism and dementia brought on by 
no fault of their own as well as people who 
were special education students throughout 
their schooling and were just dropped from 
their special programs after high school 
graduation due to a lack of family support. 
Others have been inflicted by domestic vio-
lence and have fled, leaving them to choose 
between extreme poverty and the fear of 
violence and death. Many of the people I 
spoke to for this story not only hold de-
grees, but a few of them hold advanced 
degrees. Circumstances and the human ele-
ment have worked together to bring them 
into extraordinarily unfortunate situations.

Something as common as severe depres-
sion can cause an otherwise healthy and 
ordinary person to fall into the perils of 
homelessness. “It’s hard to show initiative if 
you are chronically depressed,” said Barbara 
Ross of the Corvallis Homeless Shelter 
Coalition.

I recently attended the Partners Place 
homeless forum held at First Congrega-
tional United Church of Christ. There, five 
individuals shared their stories about the 
directions their lives took to lead them to 
homelessness. As expected, several stories 
of homelessness included substance abuse, 
namely alcohol and more recently meth-

amphetamine, but that was not a sole cause 
that was discussed at the forum. Everything 
from inherited homelessness (born into a 
family with a homeless mother and father) 
to illness and injury. Overwhelmingly, men-
tal diseases and cognitive disabilities played 
a role, including PTSD from traumatic 
events such as active duty in the military 
(roughly 20% of homeless people nation-
wide are veterans, according to change.org). 

After talking at length with the homeless 
community, I can safety say that although 
the homeless in Corvallis have the least 
amount of “stuff ” among all of us, they are 
many times the happiest. They acknowl-
edge that living with limited funds, food, 
and permanent shelter has definitely made 
them appreciate each other and the people 
in their lives such as friends and family.

Could it be possible that we are coddling 
the homeless population too much?  “We 
provide a lot of great services, but that is 
both a blessing and a problem,” said Lowe. 
“We do see people traveling from other cit-
ies to take advantage of these services.” Lo-
cal homeless resident Paul also added that 
Corvallis is the “best town in the world as 
far as I am concerned to be homeless. You 
would have to try hard to go hungry in this 
town.”

The goal is not to be naive about how 
some people may abuse these programs. 
Some will lack long-term goals and fail to 
recover from substance abuse. Some will not 
hold a job that contributes to society. That 
is going to happen regardless, and it hap-
pens to people who are born into privilege 
as well. Unlike those born into privilege 
though, chronically homeless people tend 
to lack family who are financially well-off 
to fall back on. Those of us who have fallen 
on hard times occasionally in life and are 
lucky enough to have had family to help us 
through those hard times should acknowl-
edge this more than anyone.

“The courage, persistence, and dedication 
of some of these people is amazing,” said 
Ross when referring to the large number of 
success stories she has seen take place over 
the years in Corvallis.

I will not act as an apologist for delin-
quent members of the homeless community 
who continue to disobey the law and avoid 
treatment programs while being mentally 
healthy or who depend on government and 

local assistance solely without attempt to 
better themselves, but I do ask for us to at-
tempt to bring those people into the com-
munity instead of ostracizing them and 
making them feel more alone and reclusive 
than ever before. We cannot continue to vil-
ify the entire homeless population based on 
a few negative interactions along with false 
stereotypes and preconceptions. The major-
ity of homeless community members break 
no laws and are guilty of nothing other than 
attempting to stay alive. We need to stop ig-
noring the homeless community and treat-
ing them as lepers.

Contrary to popular opinion, Corvallis 
and surrounding area homeless residents 

are not violent or immoral people. They 
are not the ones causing crime in the area. 
In fact, they are oftentimes the victims of 
crimes. As evidenced by the recent backlash 
by teens including both theft and violent 
acts directed specifically towards members 
of the homeless community, maybe the 
homeless are not the ones with the problem.

Who are the homeless? They are people, 
just like you and me. Volunteer to serve a 
meal to them at Stone Soup. Help them 
become more employable at Community 
Outreach. Just say hi to them, have some 
compassion, and treat them with dignity. 
We are all in this together. You may say I’m 
a dreamer, but I’m not the only one. 

Wishing you a delicious Father's Day
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Stone Soup meal site at First Christian Church
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HarrisoN Bar & grill
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iMpulSe
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PaPa’s Pizza
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PeaCoCk Bar & grill
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CorNerstoNe Café & PuB
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Fire piT lounge
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541.451.2010
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Bar & grill
3130 south santiam Hwy 
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merliN’s Bar & grill
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PeaCoCk Bar & grill east
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HigH 5 sPorts Bar & grill
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meet’N PlaCe taverN
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lounge
658 Main St. 541.929.6255

let's go out

 LITERATI
“dream; Imploding Star” - Part II

Chronicles of Detective Siempre
 

by T. Clarence

“The problem as I see it is that he isn´t a 
team player.”

Coach Wandreson, ‘The Wonder’ of the 
Cascadian ´Copias sat across the desk from 
Detective Candy Siempre. His new power 
forward, Mario Xander, sat silently beside 
him in a chair he´d dragged from the lobby.

“And you think I can fix that?” Candy 
asked.

“If you’re a fan like you say, you know as 
well as I that Mario didn’t used to be this 
way,” Wandreson continued to speak as if 
Xander wasn’t even in the room.

“I can’t guarantee-” the detective started 
to speak.

“I wouldn’t be here if I wasn’t desperate; 
I know I can’t get a guarantee for anything. 
You’ll get your fee either way. I just want 
you to tinker around in his mind a bit.” 

“Well...” Candy glanced at Xander’s 
uninterested face, then back to the coach, 
“Sure. If he’s ready now you can check back 
in an hour or I can catch up with you after 
the session.”

Xander perked up immediately at 
Candy´s word´s, but Wandreson looked 
skeptically from his player to the detective.

“We’ll just be sleeping,” Candy explained, 
“He’ll need your seat, too. There’s no way 
he’ll get to sleep in that stiff seat.”

“Mario can show you where to find me,” 
the coach hooked a thumb at Xander with-
out looking, “I’ll pay your secretary on my 
way out.”

Wandreson pulled the door shut behind 
him as he stepped into the lobby. Xander 
relaxed instantly and hopped into the more 
comfortable office chair. The detective eyed 
him closely as he tried to stay reserved in 
front of his favorite player.

“So why does ‘The Wonder’ think I can 
help?” Candy asked him outright.

“I mentioned once how my dreams had 
gone crazy and he fixated on it. I don´t 
know how you figure in,” he spoke for the 
first time, his voice low and submissive.

“Crazy?”
“During the pre-season I started dream-

ing about being in wars, battles, around 
bombs... It just keeps getting worse.”

“Kick back,” Candy told him as he put his 
own feet up on the desk, “I think I’ll get a 
better idea if I take a look.”

Xander looked at him curiously, but 
seemed to relax more at the sound of the 
outer office door shutting. Candy explained 

how he would enter his dreams and the 
player was quickly guided off to sleep and 
the detective was quick to follow.

The bright blue sky around Candy nearly 
blinded him and he had to clamp his eyes 
shut as he descended towards the city. An 
odd hum filled the air, but when he touched 
down on the street Candy was taken aback 
by the realization that all was silent - the 
hum was reverberation felt in every mol-
ecule within the dream, including his inner 
ears. He opened his eyes and discovered two 
things: He was alone on Morrison Street, 
above the old highway - somehow he knew 
he was the only person in the city. Also, the 
brightness of the sky wasn’t from the sun, 
it had come from the south where a mush-
room cloud now grew to great height.

The sound of breaking glass and wrench-
ing metal advanced on Candy quickly, and 
as the shock front blew past him the air 
filled with screams and explosions; people 
now filled the streets.

“Get their suits off them without punctur-
ing them!” Xander clamped his hand down 
on the detective´s shoulder and pointed up 
at the paratroopers in red, white and blue 
flexi-radiation suits, “We don’t have much 
time before exposure kills us for sure.”

“Suit up and grab a gun! We’ll hold up 
in that corner tavern!” Xander pointed as 
he shouted orders to Reeslay and Diltaore, 
a pair of men that Candy recognized from 
the team.

Weaving in a criss-cross pattern down 
the street Xander deftly dodged the bul-
lets a paratrooper let fly at him and leapt, 
catching the back of the man´s head with 
an audible, “Whack!”

“Remember! A suit with holes in it is 
useless!” he yelled as began to strip off the 
soldier’s gear.

The detective knew he could not match 
the forward´s fancy footwork and was un-
sure how he would attack the soldier ahead 
of him even as he began to advance, until 
he saw Diltaore twist the parachute cable 
around a soldier´s neck to take him down. 
Candy tried to do the same but the para-
trooper was too quick and the detective 
found himself on the pavement with the 
cable around his throat.

The pain was instantaneous. As another 
soldier approached with his gun raised, 
the detective gave up and pinched himself 
awake.
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