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by MICHAEL THOMAS
VERDICT

!e Sound and the Fury (1929) 
by: William Faulkner

Candace Compson (called, “Cad-
dy”) of Faulkner’s Je!erson, 
Mississippi is one of the most 

enduring characters in twentieth century 
literature. Her character’ strength and pos-
session in our minds happens principally 
because, at the book’s close, we feel that we 
still know very little about her. 

Maybe Caddy is too big for one text. !e 
sense of intrigue in her character is furthered 

by the fact that 
Faulkner has her 
three brothers tell 
her story. It is the 
story of a family, 
formerly of great 
social standing in 
the Southern ar-
istocracy, who are 
seemingly brought 
to ruin by the ill-
nesses of their par-
ents and Caddy’s 
promiscuity. 

In disconnected narratives that summate 
the sibling’s a"liation from childhood to 
maturity, the brothers “tell” her story through 
reminiscence and stream-of-consciousness. 
Caddy represents something di#erent to 

each of them. To the mentally handicapped 
Benjy, the eldest brother, she is a loving care-
giver. For Quentin, the quiet and thoughtful 
middle son, she is the lover that he never had; 
and to the youngest child, Jason, an abhorrent 
and violent man, Caddy is an enemy, she is sin 
incarnate. 

Because of the changing perceptions, the 
character of Caddy Compson manifests de-
pending on the speaker, but something of her 
true persona is discerned through the frac-
tured accounts. As a youth, Caddy is loving 
and strong-willed; her de$ance and coura-
geousness easily make her the leader of the 
Compson children. In her adolescence and 
into her adulthood, her promiscuity is sug-
gested as one of the reasons for the family’s 
downfall. !e Compson name is sullied be-
cause of her acts of rebellion. She lies in the 
forest with random men and she instigated 
con%icts with her parents, and later with Ja-
son. Her character is seen by the town and 
the Compson family—except for Benjy and 
Quentin—as vile. 

In the end, the choices Caddy makes con-
cerning lifestyle and freewill make her a wom-
an of modernity living in an environment $x-
ated on tradition, the past. Her spirit, her very 
nature is at odds with the perpetual state of 
Je#erson, and she will not be caged. !ere is 

something beautiful and sad about the broth-
er’s denigration in the loss of their sister. Jason 
becomes a hateful recluse. Quentin challenges 
anyone who speaks of a ‘woman’s lechery,’ by 
$ghting them, screaming: “Did you ever have 
a sister?” He becomes a wanderer before tak-
ing his own life. Benjy falls deeper into hope-
lessness. 

William Faulkner was not yet famous when 
he wrote !e Sound and the Fury, and the story 
of a sister lost to her own nature resonated 
deeply with me. It still does. Eighty years 
later, it is still an incredibly di"cult story to 
read defying chronology, veiling incidents and 
returning to them later, confusing the read-
er with the dizzying repetition of thoughts 
swilling madly in a character’s mind. Faulkner 
wrote a summation of the book’s characters 
and some of its events years later that has 
since been included in some modern publica-
tions of the work and would be bene$cial for 
the $rst time reader. As a whole, the work is 
ambitious, commendable, and inspiring. !is 
is Faulkner’s best. It is a shattering work, as 
obdurate as its protagonist.

William Faulkner is the recipient of the 
1949 Nobel Prize for Literature and two Pu-
litzer Prizes. As I Lay Dying (1930), Sanctuary 
(1931), and Absalom, Absalom! (1936) are also 
worth reading.  

Local horticulture a$cionado James Knox 
is using his skills to bring a community gar-
den to the Tangent Elementary School. !e 
school district approached Knox, who co-
owns Samurai Greenhouse Supply garden-
ing shop in Tangent, to help create a few 
gardening beds outside the school. Knox 
is using his expertise and passion for gar-
dening to expand upon the basic idea of a 
community garden and turning it into an 
entire student-sustained garden involving 
raised crop beds, self-irrigation, as well as 
a 90 foot by 30 foot greenhouse which was 
generously donated.

Fortunately for Knox, the school board 
has been nothing but supportive of his vi-

sions for the project which is expected to 
take multiple years until completely imple-
mented. “We’ve kinda sorta broken ground,” 
Knox said. !ere are currently beds in front 
of the school, but Knox is in the process of 
remediating them. Pollenating beds have 
also been installed but are being relocated 
next to the greenhouse. All of this is to 
provide easier access to the garden from 
the classrooms. !e implementation of the 
greenhouse has the project at a temporary 
standstill, but Knox is con$dent that once 
the ball gets rolling, the results will be well 
worth the investment.

Knox is a Corvallis native that grew up 

around the foothills of Mary’s peak and 
went on to become a Linn-Benton Com-
munity College horticulture student. Stay-
ing true to his own story, he stresses the idea 
of keeping things close to home. “We are all 
about keeping things as local as possible,” 
said Knox. “If kids can grow things locally, 
that is less negative impact of the environ-
ment around them.”

Knox turned his hobby into a career when 
he transformed his small lawn mowing busi-
ness into a landscaping and maintenance 
company which eventually led to his current 
venture, co-owner of Samurai Greenhouse 
Supply. Most products in the shop are from 
within a 10-mile radius—everything else 
comes from other parts of Oregon. !ey 
also self-produce many of the products. “We 
make a lot of our own stu# at the shop. It 
really is a one stop shop. Our homebrewed 
compost heap is very popular,” Knox said. It 
doesn’t get more local than that.
!e types of vegetation that will be grow-

ing in the garden is going to depend on the 
willingness of the community to help. Eas-
ily maintainable cold-weather crops will 
be will be grown during the school year 
with the possibility of early-maturing hot 
weather crops. !e more volunteer commu-
nity participation in the garden, the more 
diverse the vegetation will be.

In accordance with traditional organic 
gardening, heirloom plants will be used. 
Heirloom plants are non-genetically modi-
$ed plants that were introduced many years 
ago and have rare genetic makeups. !ey 
are more resistant to adverse climates, pests, 

diseases and weather. By planting perennial 
heirloom %owers that attract pollinators, 
such as bees, the entire garden will produce 
healthier and more robust fruits and veg-
etables. !is makes the entire gardening 
process very sustainable.

One of the positive impacts of the school 
garden will be directly apparent in their 
lunch program. !e crops the students 
themselves are planting and harvesting will 
be implemented back into their diets. No 
herbicides or pesticides will be used to en-
sure the crops are both high quality and or-
ganic. Relying more so on locally produced 
food products is not only bene$cial nutri-
tionally, but also decreases the dependence 
on exported goods, which in turn decreases 
the school’s reliance on fossil fuels.
!e act of gardening itself also helps to 

educate the youth about the sources of their 
food. “Younger generations have never gar-
dened before, they don’t know where their 
food comes from,” said Knox. “!is is a 
good foundation for lost art of gardening, 
everybody should be gardening to some lev-
el or degree.” Extra care is also being taken 
to ensure that the garden is handicap ac-
cessible for children who may have physical 
disabilities so that everyone may participate 
in the process.

To get involved with the garden or to get 
more information, stop by Samurai Green-
house Supply at 32067 Old Hwy 34 in Tan-
gent and ask for James or contact Tangent 
Elementary School and express interest in be-
coming a volunteer. Happy horticulturing! 

There are few better ways to make a friend than by 
literally getting down and dirty with them in a com-
munity garden. Community gardening is an enjoy-

able social activity that promotes healthy ecosystems and 
also produces a fresh nutritious harvest.
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