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 SYMPOSIUM VOICE

Hi Stanley,
I usually never do this, but I thought it was 
worth a moment to write you this e-mail...
In response to your article on the uselessness 
of mathematics titled “Why, Math...Why,” I 
have one simple question:
Who is going to program the computers to 
do math?
In your implied fantasy world where no 
one learns “complex math” (whatever that 
means?) how are the computer programs 
going to be developed in the first place or 
checked for errors?
Your argument does not account for this sim-
ple issue!  On another note, I think math can 
teach people to think critically (a trait deeply 
lacking in a lot of adults), even if the specific 
problems and topics don’t relate to “real life” 
or anything “useful.”  On a third note, I think 
most subjects in school could be deemed 

“useless” by your line of reasoning, don’t you?
Sincerely, 
Filix Maisch (An OSU math instructor sent 
from Satan!)

The Response:
I could blame it on my childhood, but in-
stead I am going to blame it on myself. 
My family moved to a new town when I was 
in the 6th grade. The school system there op-
erated differently than the one in my home 
town. The “gifted/talented student” program, 
instead of changing the regular curriculum 
for 6th grade math to accommodate the gift-
ed/talented students, placed all of them into 
regular 7th grade math classes. 
The result was that all of my classmates had 
taken 6th grade math in 5th grade and that 
I missed out on 6th grade math altogether. 
This devastated my understanding of math 
in general because it is in 6th grade that one 
learns about fractions, decimals and many 
things that prepare you for further learning 
in math.
Since then, I have been utterly lost in the 
world of math and consequently despise it 
because it makes me feel like a fool. 
My Symposium, titled “Why, Math...Why,” 
published on March 29th, was a flippant 
and disrespectful result of my long-standing 
struggles with all things numeric. It arose 
from my own shortcomings and came across 
as a hatred for math. In short, I did some-
thing that I am not proud of. I ridiculed and 
belittled something because I lack the ability 
to understand it. For this, I am legitimately 
ashamed. 

However, through your responses and my 
own introspective thought, I believe I have 
learned a greater lesson. My act of careless 
disregard and outright ridicule of something 
that I don’t understand seems to happen a lot 
in our world. 
I see it happen almost everyday in regards 
to religion, government, race and gender. I 
realized that it is frighteningly common for 
people to condescend things when they don’t 
understand something or it scares them. It 
is far easier to dismiss something or some-
one and ridicule than it is to take a look at 
ourselves and try and understand why we feel 
that way. Because if we did, we might end up 
feeling like a total jackass, as I learned over 
the last few weeks.  
When I took the time to think about it, I re-
alized that I criticized math because it scares 
me to admit my pitiful lack of knowledge on 
the subject. I shuttered at the thought that 
I might not know as much as I think I do. 
This provoked me to reject the idea that I 
should know it, and I made a shoddy excuse 
that served only to excuse me from my lack-
ing and reassure my ego that I knew what 
was what and didn’t need to know anything 
about math. 
Humble pie may not taste as good as apple 
or coconut cream, but it nourishes the indi-
vidual in a remarkable and lasting manner. If 
you are lucky enough, as I was, it is served up 
warm and with a wry smile as it was through 
your letters. I thank you for not lambasting 
me more harshly, I certainly deserved it. 
My hope is that through this Symposium 
some of you out there will learn the valuable 
lesson that I have. Math is incredibly impor-
tant. All you kids out there, young and old, 
will be able to live fuller and more informed 
lives if you take the time to learn things that 
may seem tedious. It won’t be the first or last 
time you have to do it, but appreciating those 
things and learning about them despite your 
lack of desire or its difficulty is always worth 
it, because knowledge IS power...the good 
kind.
The larger lesson here is that one shouldn’t 
belittle or dismiss something that they don’t 
understand just to secure their own intellec-
tual or ideological ego. That is a lame move. 
It makes you look dumb, insecure and mean, 
take it from me.
Instead, if you find yourself not understand-
ing something it would serve you well to take 
the time to learn as much as you can about 
it, you could find something in that journey 
that might change or even save your life. 

-Stanley Tollett 
stanley@thealchemistweekly.com
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Alchemist Mission
As a publication, our goal is to facilitate greater understanding and appre-

ciation for the diverse social and cultural groups found in the area. In doing 
so, we hope to create a greater sense of community between Oregon State 

University and Corvallis, between Albany and  Corvallis, and between 
Philomath, Lebanon and Corvallis-Albany.

The Alchemist recognizes the various 
interests of these groups and is 

dedicated to being as fluid as the 
community it serves.

The Alchemist is available to you for free. Please limit yourself to one copy. If your 
picture is in it, you are welcome to take enough copies for your family.

Subject to availability, back issues can be purchased by mail for $5. Send your request 
with specific issue date to PO Box 1591, Corvallis, OR 97339 and include a check or 

money order payable to The Alchemist.
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 CORVALLIS VANITIES DIRTSTIR VOICE

The thoughts, views, and opinions expressed in Voice are of their au-
thors and do not necessarily represent the thoughts, views, or opinions 

of CorvAlcheMedia, LLC.

The title  I submitted for  the final April 
5 segment was “For Example...” a subtle 
reference to the last sentence of the pre-
vious segment (“No Confidence”). That 
sentence, “At all levels, enforcement is lax, 
punishments rarely match the offense, and 
rehabilitation is nonexistent.” was to be fol-
lowed by “For Example...” I would like to 
apologize for that omission, and for the 
strong verbiage in the final sentences.

I wasn't trying to downplay the egre-
giousness of the crime of rape; rather, too 
vaguely suggesting someone(s) missed a 
lot of red flags along the way. I worry ir-
reparable harm may come to both persons. 
I wholly agree sex with a minor is a moral, 
ethical, and criminal offense. The police 
determined the sex was consensual and 
the relationship started at the skate park. 
Even when the persons were referred to as 
“boyfriend-girlfriend,” I was bothered.

The “scratchmyitch,” “first ride,” and 
“chastity belt” comments were intentionally 
over the top,  smacking of  frustration in-
tended to get someone's ire (“Am I the only 
one noticing this stuff?”), and I am truly 
sorry to have angered or offended anyone. 
They were not used to say she was respon-
sible or culpable, or to understate the crime 
of engaging in sexual relations with one un-
qualified, mentally or physically, to provide 
consent. That is generally known as rape or 
sodomy.

Kids that age are simply not prepared for 
sexual activity and potential consequences. 
As a minor and a female, the girl will have 
a whole different experience of the criminal 
and social services systems  than the adult 
young man. Hopefully there will be no over-
whelming stigma or psychological impact, 
she will learn to make safe and healthy de-
cisions, and be able to recognize  and re-
spond  appropriately  if ever  someone tries 
to manipulate her. Again, my apologies. tCj

Apology Part 2
Truly and honestly, thanks to those who 

responded to the April 5 Dirtstir segment, 
“For Example...” through my e-mail, and 
other local media sources. I provide a re-
sponse mail address (dirtstirreply@gmail.
com) every week; please contact me in 
person or through that address so I may 
respond more accurately and directly. It 
is unfortunate when persons who do not 
know me choose to respond by using other 
media. It saddens me a bit when people I do 
know, and know I'm the guy writing Dirt-
stir, don't feel they can address me through 
The Alchemist Weekly, or in person. It's a 
bit frightening when someone who claims 
to not know me states willingness to “out” 
me, with the implication and intention of 
affecting my employment status. When 
reading this, understand I am not being 
“smart” or glib.

I'm sorry the person who responded in 
the G-T (April 12 editorial, “Anonymous 
opinion...”) didn't contact me via dirtstir-
reply@gmail.com. The person writes, “The 
author of the piece writes only under the 

initials CtJ. To me, that signifies an intent is 
to cause outrage without having to take the 
credit or blame for it. Regardless, the claim 
that a girl in middle school is to blame for 
relations with a man old enough to be in 
college is disgusting.” Anyone who contacts 
me through Dirtstir learns my name if they 
don't know it already. Historically, this is 
the first time since beginning DIRTSTIR 
that my “intent...to cause outrage” has actu-
ally caused any. My not quite anonymity is 
to get readers to focus on what is written, 
not the writer. I have no problem accept-
ing blame or credit. Please reread April 5 
DIRTSTIR (link available below), and 
let me know where I “claim” the girl “is to 
blame.”

Though not a Facebook user, I looked at 
a public (anyone can view it) Facebook page 
where, in a 40 minute time span, a person 
I know wrote, “That seems like something 
he could, maybe should, lose his job over...” 
soon followed by another person I know 
writing, “I don't know if I feel comfortable 
outing him myself... I wouldn't complain if 
somebody else did it,” followed by some-
one I don't think I know and who may not 
know me, writing, “Who is this guy?” and, 
“I don't have any trouble outing anyone, un-
less it's about their sexuality.” In not much 
over half an hour, these people conceived a 
punishment, identified a means, and found 
someone (a knowing, willing volunteer, no 
less)  to do it. Also, as a heterosexual male 
who thinks pedophilia is disgusting, this 
just might have something to do with my 
sexuality.

Lastly, other persons I know entered, 
“Interesting that he had something writ-
ten under the heading of compassion ear-
lier in the piece. Clearly he has absolutely 
none,” and, “definitely nauseating.” This was 
refreshing after having my First Amend-
ment rights trounced, and viewing poten-
tial threats to harm my employment status, 
livelihood, and in extension through loss 
of income, my mental and physical health, 
and overall quality of life. Please reread the 
“Compassion” segment, with attention to 
the definition (compassion: a sympathetic 
consciousness of others' distress with a de-
sire to alleviate it. m-w.com). My central 
idea in “Compassion” is that I feel stress 
because I don't have the resources to act 
on all my compassionate urges, and others 
with access to resources cause me more dis-
tress through the distribution of their own 
brand of compassion. I am strongly aware 
my compassion is unlike others, and this 
whole situation between the boy and girl is 
“definitely nauseating.”

Because I am male, I can only have “sym-
pathetic consciousness” regarding the fe-
male involved, while females in this case are 
capable of an empathetic consciousness I 
can never possess because I am not female. 
I will never be able to wholly understand 
anything from a woman's perspective be-
cause I am not a woman. Every one of us 
will experience communication difficulties 

Apology in re: April 5, “WTF” née  
“For Example...”

CONTINUED ON P. 5
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The Alchemist’s Girl Problem
I have been reading The Alchemist since 

it first debuted in January of 2008, and 
was excited by the prospect of an alterna-
tive weekly that catered to the Willamette 
Valley. However, recently I have been disap-
pointed and angered by some of the edito-
rial decisions regarding women and sexual 
violence. Unfortunately, it seems like The 
Alchemist has developed a girl problem.

Strike one: The now-infamous “Chick 
Eats Dinner” picture that graced the 1/11/11 
issue cover and the subsequent “parody” on 
3/15. The problem with the original cover 
was not that children shouldn’t be exposed 
to sexual imagery or that women’s bodies 
are too sexy to be on the cover. The problem 
was that Corvallis’s only alternative weekly 
used trite, lad mag-style objectification as a 
way to get attention. I mean, come ON – if I 
wanted to look at a picture of a convention-
ally attractive blonde woman licking a piece 
of meat, I’d have a subscription to Maxim. 
What’s more, when given the opportunity 
to explain the decision, the editors chose to 
ignore the larger cultural context of women 
being treated as sex objects and insisted that 
the male parody was exactly the same thing. 
It’s not.

Strike two: In Jimbo Ivy’s “Dance Dance 
Dance” feature on 3/29, he quoted DJ Chi 
Duly as saying that electro music is popular 
because people are tired of “hav[ing] their 
ears raped by the same Top 40 predictabil-
ity.” Hey, Mr. DJ – you know what’s just like 
rape? RAPE. Going to a club and listening 
to shitty music does not provoke the de-
pression, physical injury, PTSD, self-muti-
lation, eating disorders, or suicidal thoughts 
that rape often provokes, and conflating the 
two trivializes the experiences of sexual as-
sault survivors. 

Strike three: In last week’s “Dirtstir” col-
umn (4/5), writer CtJ referred to a 13-year 
old rape survivor as “little miss scratchmy-
itch” and suggested that the 20-year old man 
who raped her didn’t deserve the Measure 
11-prescribed punishment because it prob-
ably wasn’t “her first ride” and only “kooked 
or mentally deficient” men rape, anyway. 
I have since read his apology, and under-
stand that CtJ was not trying to blame the 
victim, or to downplay the seriousness of a 
sexual assault against a minor. However, I 
do have to wonder: where the HELL were 
the editors? Why didn’t somebody look at 
this and say, “Hey, this could be pretty easily 
misunderstood as rape apologia! Maybe we 
shouldn’t print it!”?

To be clear, I am not asking for censor-
ship. I am asking that The Alchemist editors 
take a moment to think about what kind of 
publication they want to create, and if these 
three examples fit in with that goal. Do you 
want to be a part of a mainstream that uses 
women’s bodies as a marketing ploy and 
makes light of sexual violence? Or do you 
want to reject the status quo and create a 
weekly that is alternative not only because 
of the music, arts, and culture it covers, but 
because of the inclusive values it promotes? 

One in six American women will be 
raped in their lives. On college campuses 
like OSU, the number is even higher (one 
in four). How many of those women are Al-
chemist readers? Do you care?

 — Caitlin Garets

The horror...the horror
It was with horror and disbelief that I 

read an opinion piece [in] The Alchemist 
about a 20-year-old man arrested for hav-
ing sex with a 13-year-old girl. The article  
— penned by an author who uses only the 
initials CtJ — stopped just short of calling 
the girl a slut, suggesting that “little miss 
scratchmyitch” needs to be fitted “for a 
chastity belt.”

This stance stunned me. Recently in Ban-
gladesh, a 14-year-old girl died after being 
whipped for the crime of “adultery,” though 
according to her family the much older 
man had raped her. This story caused in-
ternational outcry. Obviously there are dif-
ferences in that case and what happened in 
Corvallis, but I am outraged that essentially 
the same mentality against the girl is being 
publicly flouted in The Alchemist. I am dis-
appointed and disgusted you would publish 
such a piece of writing.

[The following was originally printed in the 
Gazette-Times April 12, 2011 ]

“The author of the piece in [sic] writes 
only under the initials CtJ. To me, that sig-
nifies an intent is to cause outrage without 
having to take the credit or blame for it.

Regardless, the claim that a girl in middle 
school is to blame for relations with a man 
old enough to be in college is disgusting. It 
is my sincere hope that others in Corvallis 
will join me in rejecting this perspective.”

Ian Tomlinson 
Corvallis, OR

Kiss my ass, I’m pissed
To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing to protest the negligent 
editing in that appalling Dirtstir piece in 
which he refers to a 13-year-old rape vic-
tim as “little miss scratchmyitch.” I can 
only hope it was negligence rather than a 
sympathetic perspective in the editing staff, 
anyway. Outrageous! I can’t believe you’d 
publish something like that. What’s next, 
porno movie reviews? Pretty soon we’ll all 
be saying, “I only read the Alchemist for 
the articles.” Except I see no reason to con-
tinue reading it at all. I am totally offended, 
and a simple apology isn’t nearly enough to 
clear the air. Fire that guy! Would he have 
written that piece, or you have published it, 
if it weren’t written anonymously? Maybe 
you need a women’s issues adviser on your 
staff. She could replace [CtJ]. I’m sorry, 
I’ve always supported what you’ve tried to 
do in this community, but the utter lack of 
sensitivity that you’ve demonstrated here is 
reprehensible. I’m pissed.

Sincerely,  
“little miss kissmyass”

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

LETTERS from our Readers are always welcome and we will print as many as we can fit. Please send 
your letters to editor@thealchemistweekly.com. It is helpful for you to include your name and contact 

information as well. Letters may be edited for grammar, clarity, or space restrictions.

{OUR RESPONSE LETTER} 

Dear Readers,
It’s been an interesting couple of weeks 

here at The Alchemist Weekly. We’ve found 
out two important things. You are reading 
and you care enough to let us know what 
you think.

We’ve read the responses from the Read-
ership and from Dirtstir. We’ve come to 
realize that the responsibility for this ulti-
mately lies with us. As the party responsible 
for making sure The Alchemist Weekly is 
a quality product, we failed to ensure that 
Dirtstir’s column was clear in its intention. 
Our initial reading of it left us questioning 
whether we should print it at all. Because 
we know the writer and are familiar with 
his style, we made the choice to run it feel-
ing that our initial reaction was not the 
intent of the piece. Doing this was unfair 
to Dirtstir and unfair to the Readers. We 
created a significant mess by carelessly giv-
ing the green light to ambiguity. We have 
learned our lesson.

It’s important to understand that we 
agree with the people who have written to 

us and voiced their outrage. We do not sup-
port language that comes off as rape apo-
logia, or hate speech for that matter. Had 
we felt that was the true intention of the 
column, we certainly would not have run it.

Why pseudonyms? When The Alche-
mist was first created the ambiguity of its 
creator and writers was something that was 
important. The ‘zine wasn’t supposed to be 
a place of self-promotion, but of collective 
appreciation for the arts and culture of the 
area. Today, people can and do write for us 
using pseudonyms though it certainly can 
threaten the integrity of the writing.

From the bottom of our hearts, thank 
you for the support that you’ve shown The 
Alchemist Weekly through the years. The 
publication gets its pulse from its Reader-
ship and we hope you continue to keep your 
finger on it in the future.

Sincerely,
The Alchemist Weekly

140 NE Hill St
Albany, OR
541.928.1931

Thursday, April 21st

Rough Jazz

Saturday, April 23rd

Ravinwolf

Sunday, April 25th

Closed
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because of gender at some time or another. 
This doesn't lessen the value or validity of 
anyone's viewpoint or information; it pro-
vides a wider variety of thoughts and ideas.

Years ago, while shepherding a group of 
troubled teen girls on a public outing, one of 
them had a flashback episode to their own 
sexual abuse. A strong girl, no longer really 
aware of where she actually was, scream-
ing, thrashing, and running in to traffic, the 
woman staff leader told me to put the un-
fortunate girl in a physical, restraining hold. 
And I did. It was emotionally and psycho-
logically  upsetting to myself, knowing the 
child's mind space regarding males at that 
instant, and me as a male being required to 
potentially increase that anguish while try-
ing to maintain physical safety for the girl. 
Thinking back to many  occurrences while 
doing that job makes me feel a rise of nau-
sea and tears. I certainly feel compassion. 

Thank you for your patience in reading 
this, and  thanks to those  providing feed-
back initially. I am sorry to have caused 
such emotional outrage, and wish people 
had contacted me through Dirtstir, or in 
person. I look forward to seeing or meeting 
these people again in the future, as many are 
acquaintances, if not friends. Addressing 
things directly can clear so much up, and 
I invite anyone to contact me on any issue.

Explanation, Clarification,  
Introduction

 (Explanation) I am genuinely sorry 
the  last two sentences of “For Example” 
caused so much consternation. Word selec-
tion was  intended to ring some bells, and 
that it did. I spent time today wandering 
around town and using a phone, hoping to 
catch up to some I have offended, my intent 
honorable and sincere. The ringing bells 
must have blurred the type, causing a lot of 
my point to be missed.

This is the G-T article, www.gazettetimes.
com/news/local/article_090f0a14-5cf4-11e0-
9314-001cc4c002e0.html, that provided 
some info for the offending Dirtstir. Please 
read all of the Dirtstir at: issuu.com/thealche-
mistweekly/docs/04.05.11, remember the last 
segment was to be titled, “For Example,” 
not “WTF.” Please read all of www.oregon-
laws.org/ors/chapter/163, providing defini-
tions for sexual offenses. The offender's mug 
and vitals are at www.co.benton.or.us/sheriff/
corrections/rosters.php. 

 (Clarification) Please make sure you 
have read the above pieces. Here we go, bare 
bones. Law enforcement, punishments, and 
rehabilitative efforts too often fall short or 
miss intended purpose, and this happens for 

a variety of reasons (No finger pointing un-
less at self ). For Example... A 20-year-old 
male and 13-year-old female were reported 
in the G-T to have had sex by the track at 
Linus Pauling Middle School. A friend of 
the 13-year-old reported it some time later. 
The 20-year-old faces a 75-month sentence.

It takes someone mentally or psychologi-
cally misaligned to think that behavior is 
OK. The charge of rape 2 (read the oregon-
laws.org) recognizes the girl's age (under 
14), but assumes no forcible compulsion, 
blood relation,  no mental or physical de-
fect, incapacitation, or helplessness.  The 
G-T article has the police identifying them 
as “boyfriend-girlfriend” and as having met 
at the skate park. What if this were a false 
report (don't kick my butt for considering 
other scenarios)?

I wonder about what I don't know, and 
what I do know about the kids. We know 
what the young man faces, but what is the 
girl to encounter? To be redundant, hope-
fully there will be no overwhelming stigma 
or psychological impact, she will learn to 
make safe and healthy  decisions, and be 
able to recognize and respond appropriate-
ly if ever someone tries to manipulate her.

 (Introduction) I have compassion 
for these children and  fret because I re-
ally  don't know what I can do or what is 
being done for them. You know the kids in-
volved. You've seen them draped across the 
front of the library and dragging ass around 
town. I in no way condone or apologize for 
the young man's deplorable act, but I think 
both are deserving of their own punish-
ments and rehabilitative opportunities. It 
is upsetting to know about the abuses to-
wards children that occur in this commu-
nity and surrounding area. One thing I do 
in my job is try to prevent this kind of stuff 
from happening by attempting to  create a 
knowledgeable, inquisitive,  conscientious 
population.

I take the young man's actions person-
ally because I can't even begin to empa-
thize with how a woman sees this issue, 
and feel it reflects negatively on all males. I 
don't think I can describe the disgust, sad-
ness, and small bit of accountability I feel 
for somehow having allowed, or at least not 
been able to prevent, this kind of thing from 
happening. If you think I don't care, you are 
sorely mistaken. 

-JTc  
dirtstirreply@gmail.com

Other Ugliness For Example... 
Jeffrey Epstein, Florida billionaire.  
Lyrics to Meaning of Life, by Disturbed. 

CONTINUED FROM P. 3

 DIRTSTIR VOICE  O’PINING PINTS
Sippin’ weed

Several years ago the batteries on the Cor-
vallis Brewing Supply lunchroom-Moe’s 
Tavern-It’s Duff Time, wall clock stopped 
working. One of the jokesters, who frequents 
my lunchroom,   re-set the hands to read 
4:20 and there they stayed for months until 
I made it a point to get a new AA battery.  
Thus the alcoholic’s excuse “It’s ‘Beer-o’clock, 
somewhere!” showed light for the stoner’s 
proclamation that any time, is a good time 
to torch one up.   Does anyone really know 
what 4/20 refers (hey, hey - he said “reefer”) 
to anymore? No, because 4/20 seems to have 
spurned many new definitions depending 
upon the individual or group that wants to 
apply the term to their cause.  It potentially 
began with The Dead back in the 1970s and 
fairly recently in the news with the 1996 SB 
420 legalizing medical marijuana.  

‘Hey, dude, what time are we going to the 
park?’  

‘I dunno, Dude...how ‘bout ‘4:20’
Aw, but what would I know...I’m just 

“The Beer Guy,” and for a good reason.  Yes, 
admit-tingly so, since the kind bud just ain’t 
so kind to me;  I’ll skip the graphic details.   
But, I do know that Cannabis has but just 
one relative on the big blue marble we all call 
“home,” and that is the same herb a plethora 
of beer drinkers search out just for its tasty 
bitterness, crazy flavors and humbling aro-
matics.  Hops.  Humulus lupulus are in the 
same cannabinaceae family as marijuana.   
Now you understand why you get so sleepy 
after a pint or two of an incredibly hoppy 
American Pale Ale or I.P.A.!! 

Don’t bogart that beer, my friend
Pass it over to me.

Don’t bogart that beer, my friend
Pass it over to me.

Pour another one
Just like the other one.
This one’s drained to the end
Come on and be a friend. 
(thanks to The Fraternity of Man)
Stories.   From my perspective of help-

ing homebrewers and their crazy beer 
dreams, I’ve heard a bazillian of them.  De-
cades ago, a pal, “Joe” described picking bud 
for a small operation and at the end of the 
day washing the resin off his fingers and scis-
sors with Benedictine for a “bonus-added” 
herbal liqueur.   Yes, it is also possible - so 
I have been told ;-) to “dry hop” a beer with 
marijuana.  See, the oils in cannabinacea dis-
solve in alcohol. In brewing it is common to 
add hops to the beer a few weeks before bot-
tling or kegging in order to develop a more 
floral and flavored beer.  If you can do that 
with hops why not with pot?   It’s not just 
amateur crafters of elixirs that also tinker 
with the green stuff.   Another pal, who I’ll 
also call “Joe” has spoken about California 
Pinot producers who have infused wine with 
Cannabis for a very, very special and limited 
release.  Sort of takes the term “reserve” to a 
new level!  I’ve heard aspirations and dreams 
of splicing pot plants onto hop plants since 
they usually have a well-established root sys-
tem and a camouflage designed to fool the 
savyest of city beats.  You had also better be-
lieve that the moment a bill is signed legaliz-
ing pot that every brewery under the sun will 
be releasing some sort of legal consumptive 
tender!
-Joel Rea (Corvallis Brewing Supply owner)
joel@lickspigot.com 
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 WORD

This past round of Alchemist 
Awards was the first time lo-
cal glass artists were given a 

little love by local community awards. To 
get more background on the history of 
the glass scene in Corvallis, I spoke with 
FireFly, Alchy Award Winner for “Favor-
ite Glass Artist,” at his secret lair. Not an 
easy task, considering few people know 
his real name and he’s a pretty modest guy. 
Fly, as his friends call him, hitch-hiked to 
Philomath in ‘97 after leaving a rainbow 
gathering—more or less a prayer for peace 
gathering, with other hippie-type agendas 
involved as well—with his friend Matt 
“Banjo” Stroven, who got a job at Sunbow 
Farm, located four miles west of Corvallis. 
Fly got a job with Nearly Normal’s Gonzo 
Cuisine in ‘98 and started lampworking—
a term those in the industry use to describe 
glass blowing—borosilicate, a type of glass 
similar to Pyrex, in ‘99. 

He got his start with Banjo, who has been 
featured in both High Times and The Flow 
magazine (a quarterly publication by, and 
for, glass artists). He is also a member of the 
winning sculpture team from the Interna-
tional Hot Glass invitational in Las Vegas. 
Fly would watch artists like Banjo and Ja-
min, one of the most experienced glass pipe 
artists in Corvallis. “Jamin was the first per-
son to offer to let me use his torch,” Fly said. 
Jamin also helped him learn techniques such 
as the “inside-out” technique. The technique 
features color and metal fuming on the in-
side of the tube, which is then magnified, 
producing an effect that makes the pipe 
seem thicker than it really is. The technique 
is commonly mislabeled as “double-blown,” 
be prepared to get laughed at if you say it 
in front of a glass artist. According to Fly, 
buying trends mostly revolved around tech-

niques in his early days. “The style was re-
ally popular at the time, although I’m not 
sure why. It’s all glass either way it’s done,” 
he says. As the “inside-out” fad began to 
fizzle, line-work from prepped “tube-pulls” 
became popular. This domestic innovation 
involves placing lines of color onto a tube, 
and stretching it out into prep-work called 
“tube-pull.” The lined color tube pull is then 
sectioned into smaller pieces, and the lines 
are “wig-wagged” to create the intricate re-
versal designs for which the west coast glass 
scene is known. “I was always told I used too 
much color [which can be expensive],” Fly 
said. “I didn’t care because I liked the way 
it looked, and so did my collectors. When 
people started figuring out how to make 
color stretch, tube pulls changed every-
thing.” With the advent of pre-pulled, lined 
color tubes, which are made on lathes with 
electrical shop vacs set on reverse to produce 
the air that would normally be from the art-
ists’ lungs, it gives artists more time to create 
the art instead spending time on the prepa-
ration. 

Fly is continuing to innovate the local 
glass scene with his recent sci-fi oriented 
raygun designs as well as bringing the “Dot-
Matrix” technique to Corvallis, which he 
picked up from a tutorial by Brad Peterson 
in Flow Magazine. Fly has modified the 
marble technique to be executed in hollow-
formed sculptures, pioneering the technique 
for pipemakers. Why did Corvallis vote Fly 
as their favorite? “I have no idea why they 
chose me, but I guess maybe because I’ve 
lived here for so long and I’ve tried to put 
my glass in as many hands as possible,” Fly 
said. “I would really like to personally thank 
each and everyone who voted for me as their 
favorite artist.”

I also traveled to Ashland, Ore. to speak 

with Andy “Turtle” Way at length about 
the glass industry itself and the “state of 
the union” for the culture. Turtle lived and 
created art in Summit until just recently 
moving to Ashland to work as operations 
chief of production for Atlantis Arising, 
which conducts testing and design for the 
company Dichroic (dye-kro-ick) Alchemy, 
owned by Jay Frodo. D.A. conducts the very 
costly process of laser-etching dichro (glass 
containing multiple micro-layers of metal 
oxides giving it reflective optical properties). 
This process reveals extremely detailed im-
ages, similar to a screen print in a square tile 
that is available to glass artists in the size of 
a dime to a silver dollar. The facility employs 
roughly a half-dozen people and works on 
projects with over 30 various independent 
artists. 

According to Turtle, even though im-
ported glass has flooded the store shelves 
in recent years, the U.S. leads in “creative 
innovation,” which can, at least in part, 
be attributed to the competitive nature of 
glass artists. Many imported glass pipes are 
smuggled illegally through customs and the 
original creators are practically ghosts by the 
time their work reaches shelves in the U.S. 

One of the main reasons importers are 
able to compete so well is because many 
of the “artists” are actually child laborers in 
extremely hazardous working conditions 
without ventilation, inhaling glass dust and 
fuming metals. That is aside from enduring 
the general dangers that come from working 
a medium that is both sharp enough to re-
quire stitches if cut and hot enough to leave 
scarring burns. “Business ethics can some-
times get lost in that mix,” says Turtle, so 
buyer beware of “too good to be true” deals 
on glass pipes.

According to Chameleon Glass, one of 
the nation’s largest domes-
tic production distributors 
of glass pipes, imported 
pipes mostly come from 
China, India, and Paki-
stan. In their “Why not 
imports article,” they say 
U.S. Customs Agents con-

sider any tobacco accessory with more than 
two holes to be paraphernalia/contraband, 
and if found, they are seized and destroyed. 
Reportedly, in November of 2009, customs 
agents at the Port of Los Angeles seized 
316,000 glass tubes and pipes in a ship-
ping container disguising the products as 
“Christmas ornaments.” The estimated value 
of the shipment was 2.6 million dollars. In 
spite of the risk involved, it’s a very lucra-
tive business. To often avoid seizure, import-
ers “push” the bowl but do not blow a bowl 
hole in it, leaving the piece with two holes, a 
mouthpiece and a carb. String is then passed 
through the two holes and the products are 
labeled as jewelry, Christmas ornaments, or 
something other than pipes. The bowls are 
then drilled-out, which weakens the stabili-
ty of the glass itself where strength is needed 
most. The constant heating and cooling of 
the bowl during smoking causes expansion 
and contraction, and the rough edges can 
easily begin to crack and spread throughout 
the rest of the piece. There are also serious 
health hazards from drilled-out pipes. 

High Times “Glass of 2008” issue warns 
that this drilling practice leaves glass shards 
and powder for the user to inhale. The shards 
and powder, similar to asbestos, cause sili-
cosis, a permanent and debilitating disease 
similar to mesothelioma. Most importers 
also don’t anneal the glass. Annealing ovens 
are expensive and are often not available in 
the third world countries where they manu-
facture the pipes. Annealing is the same 
process used in the production of Steel to 
allow the molecules to flow back into re-
alignment after the steel has been shaped 
and formed. In much the same way, glass 
flows back into its polarized alignment and 
strongest state once properly annealed over 
the course of several hours in a specialized 
glass-annealing oven known as a “kiln.”

Turtle also mentioned that “Headshops 
are the portal to the [glass artists’] culture,” 
explaining that the stores act as a middle-
man from artist-to-consumer. It’s always a 
good practice to quiz the store clerk about 
what artist created the piece you’re inter-
ested in, and try to avoid it if they can’t give 
any details about where it originated. “Shop 
owners promote their favorite artists, giv-
ing prestige and value to their work.” says 
Turtle. That’s their job, so don’t be afraid to 
ask questions. 

Editor’s Note: Randy Bonner, is a local glass artist him-
self and has eight years of experience. He teaches classes at 
the Oregon State University Craft Center. 

The Uprise (1110 NW Van Buren Avenue Corvallis)
Eric Esseltyn took over a shop across from the University Market in Corvallis in 2006. The store caters more 

to the “420 culture.” The customer service is stellar because there are always multiple people working, or at least 
someone who knows how to run the store just hanging around. The hours are from “flexible” to “We’re ready to go 
home now.”

They offer a community bulletin board to post events and usually eat lunch in the shop. There is an unspoken 6 
pm B.Y.O.B. happy hour to support their neighbors at the “orange store” as well. This made interviewing the crew 
of almost a half dozen employees a very pleasant experience for me. Eric’s top sellers are glass spoons in the $20-30 
range and an extensive selection of vaporizers. Chris Hulme of Wyoming is a popular favorite for his production 
pieces that are simple but clean at a reasonable price. Eric explained Chris intentionally broke some of his finished 
pieces to examine the inner wall thickness for the purpose of improving their construction. Among other Corvallis 
artists are Gemini and Jamin of Southtown Corvallis. There was a case that featured artwork by Andy “Turtle” Way 
and FireFly, and a handful of pieces made by Clinton Roman of Summit. Clinton was a member of a collaboration 
team that took the title at the International Hot-Glass Invitational glassblowing competition in Las Vegas, NV. The 
Uprise was the only store in town to have pieces by all four Alchemist Award nominees in the glass category. Over 
the years, Eric has purchased from many of the Willamette Valley’s best artists and supported the Benton County 
Skateboarding Alliance through donations and purchases from their annual benefit art auction. 

Thank you for smoking
Exploring the culture behind glass art
by Randy Bonner
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Bad Habits (111 NW 16th Street Corvallis)
Harold Lareau took over Bad Habits in 2008. Under the new management, the store has grown exponentially. 

Although it started out having a reputation for selling imported glass, it has become a local staple with a much-
improved selection, buying up locally made glass goods. They have a lot of small spoons in the $20-$50 range and 
tubes under $50. It’s located on Monroe, just behind Interzone, and the wall of the building features a graffiti style 
mural by local artist Ben-Jay. Like most of the other shops, Bad Habits mostly sells glass spoons in the $20-30 range, 
but they also have the largest selection of pull-stems and diffusers around. They feature a wide variety of glass tubes 
from Sheldon Black, Toro, and William Ashot. “Exhale” brand in-line tubes are another popular favorite. TreeTop 
Glass in Eugene, run by “Barefoot Jim” provides them with a unique series of tubes, featuring modern graffiti-style 
mouthpieces with intricate drawings done in color. FireFly featured some intricately sculpted gold fume pieces, 
including a penetrated doughnut stemless bubbler priced at $250. Bad Habits also has the most intricate soft glass 
waterpipes around. They are by the nationally-known-name-brand “Special K,” of the Eugene Area. 

High Tide (2617 Pacific Boulevard in 
Albany)

Owners Bert and Beverly Gold opened 
shop in 2009. High Tide has an extensive 
selection of vaporizers, Mt. Baker Glass-
works tubes, Carsten Carlisle headdies, 
and William Ashot aka the “Armanian 
Oregonian.” Ashot was working in glass 
studios since his childhood, and now as 
an adult living in the Willamette Valley, 
the quality of his craftsmanship shows 
his knowledge and experience. This store 
also took claim as being the #1 dealer of 
Sheldon Black tubes, diffusers, and ac-
cessories. The display of the scientific 
glass water pipes was the largest display 
of any one particular producer I had 
seen in any of the stores, so I believe it. 
Beverly was kind enough to take down 
a few of the pieces and show me that the 
multiple tree diffuser downstems were 
interchangeable, offering a wide variety 
of smoking styles. 

The Pipeline Smokeshop (1907 Pacific 
Boulevard in Albany & 1250 Main Street 
in Lebanon)

Alec Wolmack and AJ Hall have been 
in business since 2007, selling mostly in-
expensive spoons in the $10-20 range and 
rolling papers. Scott Lamb’s production 
spoons are a hot seller, along with inside-
out dichroic pieces by Kevin McMurray 
of Redmond, OR. Justin “JMac” of Albany 
featured several Dragon sculptures. I was 
personally impressed with some of Scott 
Jenkins’ miniature headdies, which had a 
price tag smaller than the pieces were. He 
also had a large grand-scale neon green 

and purple bubbler that was several hun-
dred dollars. The Pipeline boasts an “All-
Oregonian” team of artists, though there 
admittedly are some imports in the shop, 
supplies raw materials to local artists, and 
plans on expanding to an 8,000 sq. ft facil-
ity with an in-house glassblowing work-
shop. In spite of a small space, the overall 
selection contains a diversity of style and 
color that was one of most impressive on 
my tour of 5 shops. There was a nice selec-
tion of soft glass tubes, some with very de-
tailed sculpture and reasonably priced. The 
price points were very organized, and the 
selection of headpieces was extensive, fea-
turing some artwork by Carsten Carlisle 
that reached $1,500 retail. Pipeline offers 
a 10% discount to customers who show an 
OMMP card. If you’re legal when you’re 
shopping there, you don’t have to watch 
your language. This adds a sense of com-
fort to the atmosphere. The two business 
partners had extensive knowledge of the 
techniques and glass materials considering 
they are not glass artists themselves.

Tony’s Smoke Shop (1318 NW 9th Street Corvallis)
Tony’s store manager, Tyler Spath and Monique Ed-

wards run a friendly and professional buying environ-
ment on 9th street in Corvallis that mostly specializes 
in Hookah tobacco since 2007. The store also has an 
impressive selection of Tubes and pipes in the $20-50 
range. Some of their favorite artists include Don Scant-
ling of Waldport, known for inexpensive production 
work, Troy and Travis Hales who make bubblers as low 
as $30, Aaron Milligan, and Scott Lamb aka “Slam-
min’ Glass” all from the Eugene area. Tyler encourages 

his customers to ask to hold each piece before they buy 
it. “You have to understand and feel the grip to see if 
it’s right for you,” he says. After openly admitting that 
there were some imported pieces left in the inventory 
from the store’s previous owner, he said that all of the 
glass he buys now is made in Oregon. He also said that 
buyer’s should check each piece by holding it up to a 
light to check for cracks or imperfections. Check the size 
of the mouthpiece hole, carb, and bowl-hole. Never ever 
use the “B-word” in his store. If it rhymes with “seed” or 
“song,” you’re saying it wrong.

Photo by Colin Walsh

Photo by Jesse Hooper-Hage

The Uprise pictured below. Photo by Colin Walsh

Photo by Jesse Hooper-Hage
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ALCHY
PICKS

[week of April 19th]
Tuesday | April 19th | 7 pm
LaSells Stewart Center
“DEADLY PERSUASION”

I have come to realize that the media at 
large is an instrument of control and decep-
tion. It’s insidious presence in the back-
ground of our minds and culture represents 
a small but growing tumor that is slowly 
choking off the blood flow to the part of our 
brains that inspire free thought, objective 
reasoning and individuality.

Many of us do not realize the impact that 
mass media has on us. It is an oft lamented 
topic nowadays that corporate media is 
extremely biased. Most thinking people 
understand that advertisers and various in-
terests have an influence in what we see and 
hear through major media outlets. However, 
I don’t believe the true extent to which our 
media influences us is fully appreciated.

Everywhere you look in the modern 
world there is advertising. You are being 
sold ideas and information almost every sin-
gle moment you are awake. The individual is 
under constant influence.

Most of us can recall the clamor that 
arose from rail thin models influencing 
young women into impossible body image 
dilemmas, causing a myriad of unhealthy 
effects. There were news stories comparing 
the dimensions of a Barbie Doll to that of a 
life size human and the distortions amazed 
us. But has the public outcry really solved 
anything, or does the influence persist?

Dr. Jean Kilbourne is one of the nations 
top campus speakers. She will be delivering 
a lecturing at the LaSells Stewart Center 
titled “Deadly Persuasion” on Tuesday, April 
19th from 7-8:30 pm. She will discuss how 
the media depicts women and also on how 
addictions are portrayed.

Dr. Kilbourne’s lecture and her areas of 
expertise are of particular interest to The 
Alchemist Weekly, due to our recent and 
highly public discussion about the sexual 
nature of some of our cover artwork.

It was said that The Alchemist Weekly’s 
depiction of a woman in sunshades lick-
ing a chicken drumstick was overtly sexual 
and degrading towards women. In another 
separate issue, in which the photograph of a 
burlesque dancer was the cover image, read-
ers responded to us that they believed the 
image was similarly degrading.

Both of these instances caused the staff 
of our publication to scrutinize our choice 
of cover art and was cause for much soul 
searching and discussion on how public per-
ception would influence our future choices 
for covers. Even though our intent was 
never to marginalize women or objectify 
them in any way, we understood that mere 
intentionality in some cases provides no 
context to the casual observer. 

In hindsight, perhaps we didn’t realize the 
impact that some of the images would have. 
And that is precisely why Dr. Kilbourne’s 
lecture is of the highest importance. It will 
serve us as a publication to better serve you. 
It will inform all of us about things that 
we barely notice but have huge and lasting 
implications. This is what higher education 
is all about.

Friday | April 22nd | 7:00 pm
Enoteca Wine Bar

A VOICE LIKE A FINE WINE
They call a person that pairs wine with food a sommelier. The idea is to match the flavor 

profiles of the vino with the gastronomical needs of a certain dish. What if we were to 
experiment a bit with this pairing notion? However, what if we were to pair alcohol 

with say....music? 
I used to write a column in a little ‘zine called “The Alchemist” that was dubbed 

Six Pack/Six Track. In it, I explored this very idea of pairing adult beverages with 
music in much the same fashion as the sommelier. I wanted the aural qualities of 

the music to compliment the sensory modulations and taste of a particular drink. 
The end result was many hours of listening to a specific song on repeat whilst 

quaffing and swirling a very specific and carefully chosen libation. I would write 
stream of consciousness ramblings that usually took up at least three single spaced 

pages and then the next day would reduce it down to one or two paragraphs that ex-
plained the experience. I don’t know if any of you remember those columns, but I sure do. 
So it is with great elation and a tremendous flooding of nostalgia that I call your attention 

to a time and place that is thrusting into the public forum what I previously only enjoyed at 
home on my couch. The music/libation intermingling that brought me, and perhaps a few of 
you, so much joy is now open for all to revel in.

Enoteca Wine Bar is pairing up their exquisite wine list with one of the most sensual jazz 
crooners I have heard in quite some time..the height of sultry femininity, Halie Loren. Her 
voice is a smooth and powerful jolt of electric warmth that in my opinion would heighten 

the flavor and enjoyment of almost every fermented grape in the Valley. 
The event is completely free. It takes place on Friday, April 22 at 7 pm. Slip on in to 
the gorgeous riverfront building, pull up a chair, pour a glass and enjoy the pairing 

of two of natures great delights. 
-Stanley Tollett

Saturday | April 23nd | 10:00 pm
Cloud 9
WE’VE BEEN WAITING FOR YOU

This Saturday, April 23, Cloud 9 plays 
host to two decades worth of Corvallis 
rock & roll represented by the righteously 
political Wobblies and our very own kings 
of weird, Tourist.     

Tourist formed most appropriately at the 
dawn of the new millennium, riding one 
crisp wave of debauched glory. Combining 

Friday | April 22nd | 8:00 pm
Oddfellows Hall
JUST TO BOOGIE WITH YOU

Corvallis-based Orquesta Monte Calvo 
plays Afro-Latin music, with emphasis on 
Peruvian and Colombian popular dance 
music from the 1960’s and 1970’s. It’s a 
highly danceable blend of psychedelic 
guitar, Hammond organ, bass, a three-
piece percussion section, and Spanish vocal 
harmonies.

Latin America is a melting pot of indig-
enous, African and European cultures and 
musical styles. While the music of Cuba 
and Brazil might be better known, Peru 
and Colombia both have distinct and fasci-
nating music cultures that deserve wider 
recognition. Peruvian Chicha music gets its 
name from a liquor made from fermented 
corn or pineapple skins. Chicha music 
evolved in Andean oil towns, merging 
mountain folk melodies, cumbia rhythms 
imported from Africa via Colombia and 
Venezuela, and the sounds of psychedelic 
rock. The festejo and zamacueca styles 

Perhaps with people like Dr. Kilbourne 
spreading truth about the media and its 
influence, we as media producers and you 
and us as media consumers can achieve a 
level of understanding and knowledge that 
will make for a better and more conscien-
tious culture. Maybe then, we can start to 
see the sliver of light between reality and 
perception.

-Stanley Tollett

come from the Peruvian coastal areas, and 
derive from African traditions originally 
from the Congo and Angola. Cham-
peta Criollo music, from Colombia, fuses 
African popular styles such a Nigerian 
afrobeat and Ghanian highlife, with tradi-
tional cumbia and North American funk. 
Orquesta Monte Calvo draws inspiration 
from these and other sources.

You may have heard the members of 
Orquesta Monte Calvo playing in other 
jazz, rock, funk, African or latin contexts, 
such as Alfredo Muro, Balafon, Xenat-Ra, 
Eleven Eyes, Snappy Larry, Ordinance and 
many others.

Orquesta Monte Calvo with be play-
ing at Planet Boogie, a regular bi-weekly 
freestyle dance event featuring eclectic and 
world beat music. This installment is a spe-
cial occasion with live music to celebrate 
Earth Day 2011. It’s open to all ages, and 
there is a $5-$10 suggested donation.

-Noah Stroup

perfect Kinks/T. Rex-style pop songwrit-
ing with the bite and inebriation of 70s era 
punk rock, Tourist shows will catch you 
totally off guard.

The evolving bass-and-drums rhythm 
section (long filled by Jeff Schmidt and 
Randy Knight, respectively) is the perfect 
anchor for Isaac Martin and Brady Greig’s 
manic partnership. Isaac maintains the 
reserved sureness & quiet bravado of early 
rock ‘n roll, while Brady’s crazed dancing 
and wild R&B-style screams leave little 
room for mellow souls up front. It’s a 
volatile and engaging combination, helping 
to secure a loyal fanbase and winning them 
2005’s Ward 5 Battle of the Bands.

The band boasts 3 full length albums, 
including 2000’s Tips for Travelers. Their 
combined recorded material, all produced 
by Brady’s own Terra Forma Records, is 
brilliant. No band in this town has been 
able to capture the energy & push of their 
live show on tape better than Tourist. And 
according to the buzz surrounding their 
newest effort, the as of yet unreleased Point 
Taken, they’ve lost none of that spark.

Opening band The Wobblies are local 
legends in their own right, with a reckless 
and enraged set well known up and down 
the West Coast. The show begins at 10 
pm and admittance is 21 and over. A cover 
of $4 bucks gets you in the door, but your 
recovery the next morning might cost you 
more dearly.   

-Justin Groft
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tuesday19
livemusic

sing&dance

stuff

Corvallis
SUNNYSIDE UP CAFÉ Celtic Jam, 7:00 pm, FREE [LISTEN/PLAY]

Albany
RILEY'S BAR & GRILL Cutting Edge Productions presents Throwback Thursday with DJ Tray, FREE [DANCE]

 Corvallis
ELKS LODGE Beginner Line Dance 7:00 pm, $3 [DANCE]
IMPULSE BAR Cuban Salsa 7:30 pm FREE [DANCE]
PEACOCK BAR & GRILL Main Stage: Karaoke with Sqwig-e-okie, 9:00 pm, FREE [SING]
 UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP  Fellowship Community Choir rehearsals, 7:00 pm, $50 for 12 week term 
[SING]

Lebanon 
MERLIN'S BAR & GRILL Karaoke, 9:00 pm [SING]

Halsey
WOODY'S BAR & GRILL “Terry-oke” Karaoke with Terry Geil, 9:00 pm, FREE [SING]

Albany
ALBANY PUBLIC LIBRARY Modern Voices Reading Group discusses “Gracefully Insane,” 12:00 pm, FREE [BOOKS]

Corvallis
APPLEBEE'S National Trivia Association Night, 9:00 pm, FREE
ENOTECA WINE BAR Girls night out! Knit night, 7:00 pm [SHE'S CRAFTY]
OSU CAMPUS Earth Day through April 23rd, 9:00 am, FREE [WELCOME TO EARTH]
OSU LASELLS STEWART Jean Kilbourne, “Deadly Persuasion: Advertising and the Corruption of Relationships,” 
7:00 pm, FREE [LECTURE]
UNITARIAN-UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP Dining for Women: Corvallis Chapter, 6:30 pm [CAUSE]
WINESTYLES Spring Trivia League Starts Tonight! [TRIVIA]

Lebanon
THE RIVER CENTER The 2011 Business Expo Showcase, 11:00 am, FREE [BIZNAS TIME]

wednesday20
livemusicCorvallis

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Craig Hanson, 12:15, FREE [ORGAN]

Tangent
DIXIE CREEK SALOON  Blues Jam with Wild Bill, 7:00 pm [BLUES]

Albany
Eagles Lodge  Albany Senior Dance, 1:30 - 3:30 pm, $3 [DANCE]

Corvallis
APPLEBEE’S DJ Stoltz Dance Party, 9:00 pm, FREE [DANCE]
PETER GYSEGEM’S STUDIO Argentine tango classes, 7:15 pm, $5 [DANCE]
PEACOCK BAR & GRILL Main Stage: Karaoke, 9:00 pm, FREE [SING]; On the Top: Western Wed  9:00 pm,  [DANCE]

Lebanon
MERLIN'S BAR & GRILL Karaoke, 9:00 pm [SING]

Corvallis
CLOUD 9 Beer and Blog, 5:00 pm, FREE [LAGER BLOGGER] 

sing&dance

stuff
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friday22
livemusicCorvallis

BEANERY ON 2ND Acoustic Showcase, 8:00 pm, FREE [ACOUSTIC]
BELLE VALEE TASTING ROOM Sharon & Dave Thormahlen, 8:00 pm, FREE [ACOUSTIC]
BOMBS AWAY CAFÉ Searchlights and Ambush Party, 10:00 pm, FREE [ALT ROCK]
ENOTECA WINE BAR Halie Loren, 7:00 pm, FREE [ACOUSTIC] 
FIREWORKS Holus Bolus, 8:00 pm, FREE [INDIE FOLK]
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CELLAR MC Squared, Lindsay family and Friends, 7:30 pm, $2 - $10 [ACOUSTIC]
ODDFELLOW’S HALL Orquesta Monte Calvo, 8:00 pm, $5 - $10 [AFRO-LATIN]
OSU MU LOUNGE OSU Double Reed Ensemble and OSU Clarinet Choir, 12:00 pm, FREE [CLASSICAL]
UNCLE RICKY’S HAWAIIAN GRINDS Grand Opening: Danny Kaleikini and Ka'eha, 4:00-10:00, FREE [HAWAIIAN]

Lebanon
DOWNTOWN DOG The Parks, 6:00 pm, FREE [MUSIC]
MERLIN’S BAR AND GRILL Hip Pocket, 9:00 pm [ROCK]

Albany
RILEY'S BAR & GRILL Cutting Edge Production presents Ladies Night with Dj Tray, FREE [DANCE]

Corvallis
CLOUD 9 Riot in the Clouds, 10:00 pm, FREE [DJ CHI DULY]
CORVALLIS SENIOR CENTER Friday Night Dance by The Syncopators, 7:00 pm, $4 [DANCE]
PEACOCK BAR & GRILL Main Stage: Karaoke, 9:00 pm [SING]; On the Top: DJ Heartburn, 9:00 pm [DANCE]
ODDFELLOW’S HALL Planet Boogie with Orquesta Monte Calvo, 8:00 pm, $5 - $10 [DANCE]

Halsey
WOODY'S BAR & GRILL “Terry-oke” karaoke with Terry Geil, 9:00 pm, FREE [SING]

Lebanon
DUFFY'S IRISH PUB Karaoke, 10:00 pm, FREE [SING] 
MERLIN'S BAR & GRILL Karaoke, 9:00 pm [SING]
 Albany
ALBANY PUBLIC LIBRARY 150th Anniv. of the Civil War with Civil War renactor Jack Bentley, 3:30 pm [HISTORY]
LINN COUNTY EXPO Plant & Garden Art Sale, 9:30 am [GARDEN] Gardening 101 Workshop, 12:30 pm [GARDEN]
LBCC MADRONE HALL Greg Mulder: Climate Change Lecture, 12:15 pm [LECTURE]
LBCC WHITE OAK HALL Earth Day Sustainability Fair, 11:00 am, FREE [FAIR] 

Corvallis
BENTON PUBLIC LIBRARY Poetry reading hosted by Cloudbank Magazine, 7:00 pm, FREE [POETRY]
CRESCENT VALLEY HS “The Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon,” 7:00 pm, $10 [STAGE]
FIRST ALT COOP SOUTH Wine tasting, 5:00 pm [WINE ME]
ORGANIC GROWERS STUDENT FARM Earth Day Hoo Haa, 3:00 pm, FREE [PARTY]
OSU ALUMNI CENTER Elevator Pitch Competition, 8:30 am – 12:00 pm [BIZNAS]
OSU MU BALLROOM “Poetry for Poverty” featuring Taylor Mali, 8:00 pm, FREE [ WORLD FAMOUS POET]
WINESTYLES Friday Flights, 5:00 pm [WINE]

sing&dance

stuff

Albany
CALAPOOIA BREWING Rough Jazz, 7:00 pm, FREE [JAZZ, OBVIOUSLY]

Corvallis
BOMBS AWAY CAFÉ Curtis Monette & Friends, 9:00 pm, FREE [CURTRONICA]
CLOUD 9 Corvallis Graffiti Wall Benefit with FTRSNZ, Abadackis, Turntable Enabler, DJ Cloudy D, 9:00 
pm, $3 - $5 [BENEFIT]
FIREWORKS Adam Radovich, Ravincrowe and Gabriel Surley, 8:00 pm, FREE [SHOWCASE]
OSU LASELLS STEWART Oregon State Middle School Band Festival, all day, FREE [BAND]
OLD WORLD DELI Corvallis Old-Time Music Jam, 7:00 pm, FREE [OLD-TIME]
PAPA’S PIZZA Northwest Banjo Band, 6:30 pm, FREE [BANJO]

Lebanon
PEACOCK BAR & GRILL EAST Blues Jam, 7:00 pm, FREE [BLUES]

Albany
EAGLES LODGE Line dance, 7:00 pm, $4 [DANCE]

Corvallis
PEACOCK BAR & GRILL Main Stage: Karaoke, 9:00 pm [SING]; On the Top: DJ Mike, 9:00 pm [DANCE]

Lebanon
MERLIN'S BAR & GRILL Karaoke, 9:00 pm [SING]

Corvallis
BENTON COUNTY LIBRARY Oregon Book Awards Tour with Lisa Ohlen Harris, Kathleen Moore, Jennifer Richter and 
Paul VanDevelder, 7:00 pm, FREE [BOOKS]
CRESCENT VALLEY HS “The Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon,” 7:00 pm, $10 [STAGE]
ENOTECA WINE BAR Chocolate Truffle Thursdays, 6:00 pm, FREE [YUMMERS]
FIRST ALT COOP NORTH Wine Tasting, 5:00 pm [BEER ME]
PEGASUS FRAME “Art & Poetry Exhibit 2011,” 6:00 pm, FREE [ART]
WINESTYLES 3 Fools Winery Wine Tasting, 5:30 pm, $5 [WINE ME]

thursday21
livemusic

sing&dance

stuff

Accomodations for disabilities may be made by calling 541.737.1369

Albany’s #1 Smoke Shop!

Open 7 days a week • 11 am - 8 pm • 541.981.2364 • myspace.com/albanypipeline

1907 Pacific Blvd SE • Albany,OR
Open Mon - Sat • 11 am - 6 pm • 541.258.3139

732 Park St • Lebanon,OR
NEW LOCATION IN LEBANON!
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Across
1. Technology for many an 
awkward-looking monster, briefly
4. Bikini atoll event, briefly
9. Pep
14. Swiss river with a famous gorge
15. Chic style?
16. Refrigerator company named 
for the town it started in
17. Lesser NYC airport
18. Middle Eastern football 
competition?
20. Certain Indian Muslim
22. Shakespearean king
23. Cage match surface
24. Tank top often removed in 
public?
27. Chicken tikka ___
29. Untamed
31. Actor Vigoda who is dead
32. Where Tina Fey debuted her 
Sarah Palin impression
33. Man before men
34. A6 auto maker
36. Times out?
40. Leaves a gig
42. Insidious computer program
44. ___ D-Lite (gross frozen des-
sert place that appeared on “Sex 
and the City”)
45. Down Under birds
47. Kill, as one’s military com-
mander
48. Word with an extraneous 
apostrophe, often
50. Subunits of lbs.
51. Where Obama received his 
2009 Nobel Peace Prize
52. Prefix with 61-Down
55. Kook
57. Common Muslim name
58. Sixth-century year when the 
Armenian calendar begins
60. Fit in
63. Implement for checking the 
doneness of a steak?
67. Want to take back
68. Unit of yarn
69. Kinte of “Roots”
70. NFL snap-takers
71. “Fiddler on the Roof ” match-
maker
72. Take effect

73. Snake sound

Down
1. Baby elephant
2. “Alejandro” singer, casually
3. Drinkware that might be filled 
with Arabic coffee?
4. Corp. homebase
5. Carrere of “Wayne’s World”
6. World’s record suffix
7. Sold above face value
8. Voided, perhaps, as a ticket
9. Hobo’s crime
10. “___ Celebrity...Get Me Out 
of Here!”
11. Letter after beta
12. “Shaq Diesel” rapper
13. Dreaded person?
19. Dog food brand
21. “OK, you caught me”
25. “The Godfather” actor James
26. Treat like crap
28. Sustainable culinary movement
29. Skin blemish

30. Concept
35. Rodeo manufacturer
37. Root beer for the intergalactic 
market?
38. Asia’s ___ Sea
39. State flower of Utah
41. Larry the Cable Guy catch-
phrase
43. Discreet attention-getter
46. One-named 2009 Oscar 
winner
49. Many opera performances
52. In need of Maalox, perhaps
53. Much the same
54. Ambulance signal
56. Pachinko billionaire Kunio 
Busujima’s country
59. Options for a cartoonist
61. British watering holes
62. “___ of the D’Urbervilles”
64. Drunk
65. 1975 AC/DC album
66. “Lord, is ___?” (Matthew 
26:22)

Queuing Up
Inkw

ell Crossw
ords by Ben Tausig

  2    3   

   1  5    

6 3      8 1

  6 5  9 7   

8 9      1 2

  4 3  2 6   

5 4      2 7

   7  4    

  9    8   

sudoku-puzzles.net

Difficulty: Medium

To be considered for a calendar 
listing, notice of events must 

be received in writing by noon 
on Tuesday, two weeks before 

publication.
 Send to 

calendar@thealchemistweekly.com. 
For photo consideration please 
attach high resolution images 

with proper photo credit.

Albany
CALAPOOIA BREWING Ravinwolf, 8:00 pm, FREE [BLUES]

Corvallis
BEANERY ON 2nd  Stevie B, 8:00 pm, FREE [ACOUSTIC]
BOMBS AWAY CAFÉ Forever Growing, 10:00 pm, FREE [JAZZ FUSION]
CLOUD 9 Tourist and The Wobblies, 10:00 pm, $5 [PUNK ROCK]
FIREWORKS Formerly Hines, 8:00 pm [JAZZ FUSION]

Lebanon
MERLIN’S BAR AND GRILL Hip Pocket, 9:00 pm, FREE [ROCK]

Albany 
RILEY'S BAR & GRILL Cutting Edge Production presents DJ Tray, FREE [DANCE]

Corvallis 
CORVALLIS DANCE CENTER CENTER Beginning Ballroom Lessons, 3:00 pm, Intermediate West Coast Swing Lessons, 
4:00 pm, Beginning West Coast Swing, 6:00 pm [DANCE]
PEACOCK BAR & GRILL On the Top: DJ Heartburn, 9:00 pm [DANCE]

Lebanon 
DUFFY'S IRISH PUB Karaoke, 10:00 pm, FREE [SING]
MERLIN'S BAR & GRILL Karaoke, 9:00 pm [SING]

Albany
CITY HALL Albany Farmer’s Market, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm, FREE [MARKET]

Corvallis
BENTON COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS Indoor Winter Market, 9:00 am, FREE [MARKET] 
ENOTECA WINE BAR Saketini Saturdays, 3:00 pm [SAKE-TO-ME]
COHO ECOVILLAGE Orientation & Tour, 2:00 pm, FREE [TOUR]
DOWNTOWN FIRST ST Corvallis Farmer’s Market, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm, FREE [MARKET] Corvallis Artisan’s Market, 
9:00 am – 2:00 pm [CRAFTS]

Lebanon
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE Easter Egg Hunt, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm, FREE [HUNT]
WILLAMETTE SPEEDWAY Night at the Races: Late Model, Modified, Sportsman, Classic, 6:00 pm, $14 [RACE DAY]

saturday23
livemusic

sing&dance

stuff

Albany
CALAPOOIA BREWING CLOSED
NOVAK'S HUNGARIAN RESTAURANT Strings of Time, 6:00 pm, FREE [FOLK]

Corvallis
FIREWORKS Easter Champagne Brunch with James Varieur, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm [CLASSICAL GUITAR] Easter 
Dinner Show with Jesse Meade, 8:00 pm [BLUES]
OSU LA SELLS STEWART Ryo Yanagitani, 4:00 pm, $25 [PIANO]

Tangent
DIXIE CREEK SALOON Acoustic Jam, 7:00 pm, Bluegrass Jam, 7:00 pm, FREE [iPlay]

monday25
Corvallis
FIREWORKS Southtown Talent Search: The Acoustic Showdown, 9:00 pm [LISTEN/PLAY]
INTERSECTOR WORKSPACE 37 Cents Artists and Musicians Community Group Meeting, 6:00 pm [COLLECTIVE]
PEACOCK BAR & GRILL Main Stage: Karaoke with Sqwig-e-okie, 9:00 pm [SING]

Lebanon
MERLIN'S BAR AND GRILL Karaoke, FREE [SING]

stuff

Corvallis 
PEACOCK BAR & GRILL Main Stage: Karaoke with Sqwig-e-okie, 9:00 pm [SING]

Lebanon 
MERLIN'S BAR & GRILL  Karaoke, 9:00 pm [SING]

Corvallis
ENOTECA WINE BAR Saketini Sunday, 3:00 pm [DRINK]

sunday24
livemusic

sing&dance

stuff

Corner of 3rd and Monroe • Downtown Corvallis • 541.752.9032 • Mon -Sat 10:30 - 7:00, Sun 12:00 - 6:00

Corvallis’#1 choice for new and used records, CDs, and DVDs.

Happy Trails Records

Wit

Brown Ale

IPAGinseng Porter

Beaver Tail--- - - - - - - - - - 

- -
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

- - - 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- -
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What’s your favorite flavor of Oregon Trail’s Party Pig?

Adopt your returnable/refillable pig at
Oregon Trail Brewing, First Alternative Co-Op and Market of Choice

Oregon Trail Brewing • 341 SW 2nd St • 541-758-3527

I don’t go flat!



HOO HAA
The 8Th or 9Th AnnuAl 

HOO HAA
It’s not just for hippies...anymore. 

by CRAIG WIROLL

G oing Green has officially become 
a cliché. Like a word you say hun-
dreds of times that loses all mean-

ing. Local Earth representative James Cas-
sidy is doing something to fix that. Friday, 
April 22 marks the 41st celebration of the 
life-sustaining globe on which we all re-
side. This is affectionately referred to as 
“Earth Day.” Cassidy, an Oregon State 
University soil science instructor, will be 
playing ringleader along with the OSU Or-
ganic Grower’s Club at the 8th or 9th an-
nual Hoo Haa and Earth Day Celebration. 
They really aren’t quite sure how long it has 
existed, because that’s not important. The 
important part is celebrating the Earth and 
helping to give back what the Earth and 
soil have given us. Life. 

“Everything literally comes from it, and 
everything, in fact goes back to it,” said Cas-
sidy. 

It’s hard to argue with his logic. Cassidy 
has a diverse background that began in Min-
nesota and led to a successful music career. 
As a founding member of the band Infor-
mation Society, a domestic response to the 
second British invasion, Cassidy saw much 
success during the 1980s.

After disbandment Cassidy began the 
search for his next career. From the advice 
of a logical female acquaintance, he went to 
the library. 

Through reading and researching, Cassidy 
was reminded of his love for the outdoors. 
Not wanting to get involved with the timber 
industry, he decided against forestry and set-
tled on fisheries. He then began doing some-
thing no other member of his family had 
done to that point: he pursued academia. A 
self-proclaimed D student, Cassidy enrolled 
at Mt. Hood Community College where he 

earned his associate’s degree. Cassidy suc-
ceeded academically, earned scholarships, 
and was a mainstay on the Dean’s list.  After 
a stint at Portland State University, Cassidy 
transferred to OSU, where he earned a bach-
elor’s degree in fisheries science and a mas-
ter’s degree in crop and soil science.

Cassidy began teaching soil science in-
troductory classes in 2005. To him, being in 
front of a group of students willing to learn 
can compare to the feeling he used to get 
from being on stage in front of thousands 
of fans. “I realized this was familiar territory, 
and I loved it.

“Now I’m selling the truth and it really 
means something. I put the energy of rock 
and roll promotion into something I believe 
in,” said Cassidy. “The best product in the 
world is something you believe in.”

The Hoo Haa celebration is at three o’clock, 
April 22, and will last until the sun sets at the 
Organic Grower’s Student Farm, located just 
east of Corvallis on Highway 34. It will con-
sist of many Earth related activities, all for 
free—even the transportation to and from 
is free. Music and poetry will be performed 
all night by the likes of Radio Cowboy, Jory 
Revival, Future Roots, Melanie Reid, Rusty 
Mimsy, Sam Holmes, and Paul Hunter. If 
great music, human beat-boxes, poetry read-
ing, and world-famous fiddling champions 
are not your cup of tea, then bring your own 
instrument to jam! Self-expression is highly 
encouraged. 

Lots of planting will be taking place. Fifty 
turning fork soil tools will be provided, but 
please bring your own if you have one. The 
goal is to get as many people planting as pos-
sible. Attendees will be planting a boatload 
of onions, as well as beets, and lettuce. Bring 
your muscles and get a work out helping to 

haul compost around as well.
Getting there by 5 pm is a necessity for 

anyone who is a fan of food. Free food. More 
than 600 people are expected to attend, and 
the cooks are prepared thanks to many gen-
erous donations: vegetarian-friendly tamale 
pies, as well as beans and rice compliments of 
Qdoba. There will be Tofurky, Yogi Tea, and 
desserts by Lochmead, as well as dairy-free 
options from Turtle Mountain LLC. Other 
local contributors include Denison Farms, 
First-Alternative Co-op, Carmen’s Chips, 
Stalford Farms, and Big River Restaurant. 
Needless to say, there will be plenty of food 
for all attendees. Oh, and I forgot to mention 
the star of the show: edible insect toppings. 
That’s right, you will have the option to top 
your food with a delicious, crunchy, protein-
filled layer of insects. Cassidy exclaims the 
insects are a “high-quality protein, and their 
exoskeletons are excellent for colon health!”

Are you sold yet?
If you are not a hippie, please do not be dis-

couraged from attending. This year’s theme is 
“Circus,” and Cassidy says the event will be 
“much more carnie than hippie.” The event 
will be more a celebration of the Earth and 
the natural resources it provides to us, rather 
than an abstract idea of how far-out this 
crazy planet is, man. Dressing as a clown is 
completely optional but highly encouraged. 
Bubble artists and other ancillary weirdo 
tomfoolery will also be making appearances. 
Chicken tractors filled with baby chicks will 
be there to induce the collective “awe! ’s.” 

Not attending due to rain is not an op-
tion. According to Cassidy, the classic rhyme 
“April showers bring May flowers” is a total 
myth when it comes to April 22. “It never 
rains on Earth Day. April showers bring...
food,” said Cassidy.

The event is extremely kid-friendly, but 
leave the dogs at home please. Leashes are 
not mandatory for children, though they are 
quite hilarious.

Parking is limited, so please take advan-
tage of the shuttle buses that will be running 
or, better yet, break out the bike for summer. 
And drivers, please be kind to bikers on Hwy 
34, if just for this one day. The four stops for 
the shuttle buses include the OSU Book-
store parking lot, Oak Creek Center for Ur-
ban Horticulture, OSU Student Sustainabil-
ity Center, and the Organic Grower’s Farm. 
The shuttles will be looping every 20 min-
utes. If you choose to set out on your own to 
get there, these are the directions: take Hwy 
34 east out of town, take the next left after 
Trysting Tree golf course (the next road after 
Electric Road), the farm will be on the right 
about 1000 feet from Hwy 34.

 WORD

WHAT: Hoo Haa Earth Day Celebration 
WHEN: Friday, April 22 
WHERE: Organic Grower’s Student Farm

HOO HAA / CONTINUED ON P.15
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 THIRD DEGREE

Taylor Mali is an internationally re-
nowned poet, educator, humorist, 

and human being. A member of four 
National Poetry Slam championship 
teams, Taylor’s work in print, media, and 
in person has inspired an entire genera-
tion of poets and educators, giving them 
the passion to realize their potential. 
Taylor Mali will be featured at the culmi-
nation of the week long Poetry for Pov-
erty event at Oregon State University on 
Friday, April 22 at the Memorial Union 
Lounge from 8:00 pm until 11:00 pm. 
The event is open to the public and free, 
with a suggested non-perishable food 
and/or clothing donation.

A: If you could be any inanimate object, what 
would you be? 
T: I’d be a set of silver spoons tucked into 
individual slots in a suede leather pouch, 
then rolled up and tied with a suede thong. 
My family has such a set, and they appear 
to have been handed down from generation 
to generation for about 300 years. And yet 
there is no great story behind them; they’re 
just beautiful and useful.
A: What would your death row meal consist 
of?
T: Artichokes with so much butter and 
mayo for dipping that I would have a heart 
attack before they loaded the guns.
A: What is your normal, preferred sleep  
attire?
T: I sleep naked. Always have.
A: Would you rather have the power of flight 
or invisibility?
T: Flight. I’m one of those.
A: If you were a bar drink what drink would 
you be? 
T: Something hoppy. Like a barley wine or 
at least an India Pale Ale.
A: If you could spend the day with one histori-
cal figure who would it be? Why?
T: Judas Iscariot. I’d like to know if he knew 
exactly what he was signing up for.
A: If you had to choose one historical figure to 
have a threesome with the above historical fig-
ure, who and why? 
T: Joan of Arc. I think she and Judas might 
have a very entertaining fight at first, which 
would lead to awesome sex. Even if I wasn’t 
involved directly, that would be okay; I 
could be in charge of the video. Or else Joan 
would be disgusted by Judas and run to me!
A: If you had to spend one million dollars in 
a completely frivolous and selfish manner, how 

would you blow it?
T: Open a restaurant called (you know they 
say the quickest way to make a million dol-
lars is start with two million and open a 
restaurant).
A: Smell is the sense most tied to memory, with 
that in mind, what smell do you fear the most?
T: For years, it was the smell of autumn. I 
was a soccer goalie, but I wasn’t very con-
sistent. Prone to spectacular saves and idi-
otic mistakes. So autumn meant the yearly 
gamble with failure was at hand.
A: What is a personal cure when you get ner-
vous?
T: I stretch a lot. And breathe a lot. And 
drink a lot of water.
A: What is a personal cure when you get sad?
T: Masturbate and write in my journal.
A: Where do we go when we die?
T: Paris, if we’ve been good. Otherwise, 
Elizabeth.
A: Favorite Beatle’s song?
T: “The Night Before.”
A: Favorite article of clothing?
T: My wife bought me a striped shirt from 
Thomas Pink a year ago. It fits wonderfully 
and looks great on me.
A: One luxury item you cannot live without?
T: My second home in The Berkshires.
A: If aliens landed and asked you to with them, 
would you?
T: To do what? Proofread with them? Seri-
ously, isn’t the word “go” missing from the 
question above? Is this a test?
A: Have you ever seen a ghost?
T: Not yet.
A: If you had to give up one sense (sight,taste,
hearing,touch,smell) what would it be? Why?
T: I told my wife years ago that if I had been 
in charge of making humans, it might not 
have occurred to me to outfit them with a 
sense of smell so that’s probably my answer. 
She thinks I’m crazy, and I would certainly 
miss it. But I just asked her what she would 
choose and she said, “I bet you said smell, 
right?” I said, yes, but asked her again to 
choose which sense she would give up. She 
can’t decide.
A: Karaoke song of choice?
T: Only sung karaoke once, and it was Pearl 
Jam’s “Jeremy.”
A: Favorite Painter?
T: Gustave Caillebot (he was a lesser known 
impressionist).

WORLD 
RENOWNED 
SLAM POET 
TAYLOR MALI
 
INTRO BY 
JIMBO IVY

CONTINUED ON P. 15

Photo by Peter Dressell

PLUS:  Meet local food 
producers

FREE Styrofoam 
recycling @ both stores!

Water & recycling tours

10% off all Local 6 
products and grower 

direct produce

South Corvallis
1007 SE 3rd St
(541)753-3115

Open 7-9
North Corvallis

NW 29th  & Grant
(541)452-3115

Open 7-9

Details at:
firstalt.coop

Walk, bike or bus to the Co-op on 
Earth day and...

*while supplies last. One per person :)

Winner of the 2011

“People’s Choice Award”

KLCC Microbrew Festival
in Eugene, OR

Winner of the 2011

“People’s Choice Award”

KLCC Microbrew Festival
in Eugene, OR

Winner of the 2011

“People’s Choice Award”

KLCC Microbrew Festival
in Eugene, OR

202 SW 1st St. • Corvallis, OR • (541) 753-8533
Open Daily: 11 am - 11 pm  • Happy Hour: 3-6pm & 9-close

www.flattailcorvallis.com
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Aries (March 21-April 19): In my mind, 
ashes flit amongst the glowing Peace embers. 
Dreams twirl their ghost dance flake-off on 
the wind. Venus slides into Aries, (that burn-
ing Sun sign) always raining her sulfuric acid 
on a volcanic-pocked face. Past moons em-
bedded in her body move along with a rebel, 
clockwise rotation. And we wait for Peace 
Phoenix to rise again from the ashes. Wel-
come the transition.

Taurus (April 20-May 20): Happy 
Birthday. Sun moves into your sign. (Pay 
attention to the Aries forecast, as Venus is 
your ruling planet.) Before ranchers moved 
their cattle cross country, they altered their 
stud bulls into submission. After slitting the 
bull’s eyelids, they ran a stout stick through 
the holes and tied a lead rope to both ends. 
The pain placated the animal and a rider led 
the bull peacefully in this crucified fashion. 
Eventually, the slits healed and the life of the 
bull as a sperm supplier continued. Two ways 
to look at this: Sometimes something harsh 
is better in the end, but for who? Secondly, 
what part did the bull remember? The walk, 
the pain, or complete rule at the end of the 
trail? 

Gemini (May 21-June 20): As Mercury 
stations direct after being retrograde, con-
template the words of Mark Twain, “Better a 
broken promise than none at all.” With bro-
ken promises, opportunities for dialogue oc-
curred, intentions played honorably, bargains 
were exchanged, and ideas embraced. Mer-
cury exudes responsibility for the lack, being 
the messenger of communication, thinking, 
rationality, reasoning, adaptability and lastly-
-variability. The wings, the flight, the journey 
are what really matters Gemini.

Cancer ( June 21-July 22): Now is the 
time to make plans to move forward with 
your life, although slowly--like a wonder-
filled child. Einstein said, “The pursuit of 
truth and beauty is a sphere of activity in 
which we are permitted to remain children 
all our lives.” I suggest that you rid yourself 
of the complexities and just go with the flow 
like the spider that wouldn’t give up. Do you 
remember? “The Itsy Bitsy spider climbed 
up the water spout. Down came the rain and 
washed the spider out. Out can the Sun and 
dried up all the rain. The Itsy Bitsy spider 
went up the spout again.” 

Leo ( July 23-Aug. 22): A haiku: Money 
boxes bob against Far East shores, ever glow-
ing. Moot riches. Leo, sometimes a dream 
suffers from the ‘means to an end, the end 
to a means’ way. Probe your goals, realign for 
long-term.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): The Metase-
quoia tree called Dawn Redwood, from the 
age of dinosaurs (Mesozoic 250 to 65 mil-
lion years ago), falls under the Lazarus taxon. 
This means, like Lazarus, they have risen 
from the dead after disappearing from the 
fossil record. Poof, they’re back. Deciduous, 
rising high into the sky with twisted branch-
es forming the trunks, I’m happy they never 
really left. But, it begs the question, where 
did they go? Virgo, a segment your life will 
come back to you, magnanimous, surprising 
and delightful. Will you recognize it?

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): The valley’s 
airways ripe with change, plumb full of the 
flight of the geese, their deep voices honking 
above us, they land, feed, and take off in an 
immensely orchestrated seasonal migration. 
If one listens, one can hear their different 
voices guiding one another to safer, warmer 
places. No one is in charge—they take turns, 
even between the different flocks. It is as if 
an ancient guide conducts them all. Libra, 
as a balancer, you have knowledge to guide 
groups such as these flocks to safer, warmer 
living. Reign in your goose-like realm. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)Finally, Mer-
cury stations direct, leading to revelations 
from the shadows. Your shell is capable of 
glowing when placed under particular lights 
like the real scorpions whose fluorescent 
cuticles glow when under black light. From 
your inner being, a new gleaming. Rather 
than your usual internalizing, illuminate 
outwardly.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):   So 
maybe some of the arrows in your quiver 
don’t fly so straight anymore, their useful-
ness—gone with the wind. But you Sag, are 
one of the most innovative, creative, altruistic 
souls walking upon the Earth. Fill your bags 
with the new, whatever you need. Those clos-
est to you will appreciate your perseverance, 
strength and know-how.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Earth Day 
Friday calls for action. Bury yourself up to 
your neck in some newly turned earth. Stay 
for three days as part of your re-birthing ex-
perience. Not possible? Take a dunk in a near 
by river then. Not possible? Stand nude out 
in your garden and feel the breeze run deli-
ciously on your skin. Can’t do? Well, exactly 
what is it that you can do Goat? What can 
you do to be closer to your element? What 
can you do to touch base with the entity that 
sustains your life? Can is a possible word.

Aquarius ( Jan. 20-Feb.18): America, 
too big for its britches, for whatever politi-
cal and cultural reasons, should take a hard 
look at Shakespeare’s intuit, “An overflow 
of good converts to bad.” Scale back Water 
Bearer. Make life simpler. If you don’t know 
how, learn. If you have no idea where to be-
gin, peruse media, converse with your circle 
of humans. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): As a former 
land surveyor’s assistant or rod man, once 
I perilously hung by my belt loops on the 
butts of poison oak saplings that I had just 
cut down. Below me, a thirty-foot drop-off 
as well as the two machetes and other gear 
I had chucked when I felt myself falling. As 
I hoped for my partner to come and rescue 
me, I put a lot of thought into belt loops. 
Pure denim, strong, steadfast, and obviously 
capable of multi-use, aka, lifesaver. The les-
son Pisces: Once again, it is the little things 
that count when least expected. 
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MERLIN’S BAR AND GRILLMERLIN’S BAR AND GRILL
25 W Sherman St • Lebanon, OR

Hip Pocket
April 22nd & 23rd

9:00 pm

Hip Pocket
April 22nd & 23rd

9:00 pm

Blues Jam
Sunday

6:00 pm - 10:00 pm

Blues Jam
Sunday

6:00 pm - 10:00 pm

Steak Night
Thursday

5:00 - 9:00 pm

Steak Night
Thursday

5:00 - 9:00 pm

Karaoke
Weeknights
Karaoke
Weeknights

www.merlinsbarandgrill.comwww.merlinsbarandgrill.com

Celebrating 9 years!Celebrating 9 years!

DISC
SKATE
GLASS

DISC
SKATE
GLASS

Independently
Owned

since 2006

1110 NW Van Buren
Corvallis, OR
541.754.4257
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If you cannot make it to the 2011 Annual 
Hoo Haa but still want to make an impact, 
fear not! Every Thursday the OSU Organic 
Grower’s Club will give you hot food and 
put you to work. The group is 100 percent 
student run and local community members 
are strongly encouraged to help. Between 
one and two-dozen student helpers are in-
volved each week and the club also offers five 
paid internships over the course of the sum-
mer. Beginning in May, the club begins to 
offer Friday veggie sales at the Ag and Life 

Sciences Building. All of the proceeds go 
back into the club, which has sustained itself 
financially for 11 years.

Come out to the farm for the 2011 An-
nual Hoo Haa Earth Day celebration Friday 
April 22, rain or shine. The Earth gives us 
so much everyday, the least we can do is eat 
a bunch of free food, listen to a bunch of 
awesome music, and plant a few things in it. 
Bring the kids and even dress like a clown. 

THIRD DEGREE / CONTINUED FROM P. 13

A: What is more annoying, whistling or hum-
ming?
T: Good whistlers are charming, but is there 
any such thing as a good hummer? Unless 
you’re talking about something else entirely.
A: Favorite Movie?
T: Memento.
A: Favorite Anatomical feature of the opposite 
or same sex?
T: Although I love women’s tummies, and a 
nice set of shoulders and arms on a yogini 
or a rock chick will mesmerize me, I have to 
say I feel closest to God when I am face to 
face with yoni. 
A: What is your earliest memory?
T: I must have been about two and I was 
crawling on my grandparents floor, and it 
was warm because they had radiant heat, 
which was not that common in the 60s I 
don’t think.
A: What do you drink when you are thirsty?
T: Water. Lots of water. But never enough.
A: Favorite holiday? Why?
T: Thanksgiving. Because it’s all about food, 
family, and gratitude, with no other expen-
sive obligations.
A: What has been the most defining moment of 
your life to date?
T: After my first wife and I had been sepa-
rated for a little over two years, she went 
through a crazy spell. One Thursday af-
ternoon she called me and demanded that 
I break off all plans and come spend the 

weekend with her. I said no. She begged. I 
refused. She reluctantly let me go. Then she 
died on Monday.
A: Favorite activity that should be considered 
a sport?
T: Walking in the woods with a machete.
A: Favorite Book?
T: Michael Chabon’s “The Amazing Ad-
ventures of Kavalier & Clay.”
A: Favorite Disney Character?
T: The Mad Hatter.
A: If you knew you only had 24 hours to live, 
how you spend your final day?
T: Face to face with God.
A: What question aren’t people asked enough?
T: Are you living the life you always 
dreamed of?
A: Please answer that question?
T: Yes, thank you.
A: What word do people/you use too much?
T: Interesting.
A: Is it better to have loved and lost than to 
never have loved at all?
T: Absolutely. I wouldn’t want a heart that 
had not been broken a few times. Like my 
own.
A: Is it better to be lucky or skilled?
T: I suspect I don’t know because I am lucky.
A: Is there a God?
T: Yes. And she compels me to do good 
works. But beyond that, I’d prefer not to 
talk about it.

HOO HAA / CONTINUED FROM P. 12

4.20.11
Smoke Shop 11
Hour SALE

ANY 4 ITEMS 20% off
1318 B NW 9th St.
Corvallis, OR. 97330

11am - 10pm
tel. 541.753.0900

http:// Tonysintl.com

Free food – bring a bowl & a spoon!
Free transportation!

Free live music and poetry!

Human tilling machine?!? – bring a turning fork

OSU Organic Growers Club & Student Sustainability Initiative

Earthday Celebration
Friday, April 22nd

Onion Planting! Chicken Tractor!

Free shuttle bus every 15 min. from OSU bookstore, Oak Creek Farm, and the SSC (student Sustainability Center (3:00-7:00)

@ The Student Farm
3:00pm – 7:00pm

Just across the river off 
Highway 34

Thanks
and Campus Recycling!



presents
2011 Chubby Bunny Championship

Thursday, April 21st
Flat Tail Brewery

8:00 pm

Head to Head Matches featuring
The Alchemist Weekly vs The Gazette Times Entertainer

Flat Tail Brewing vs Block 15 Brewing
Cloud 9 vs Crowbar / ADP

The Peacock Bar & Grill vs Squirrel’s Tavern 
Bombs Away Cafe vs Harrison’s Bar & Grill

and

present

The Great Cupcake
Flavor Quest

The Great Cupcake
Flavor Quest

Thank you for your submissions.

Join us at Corvallis Brewing Supply
on May 5th for the Cupcake Tasting to

decide the winner!

Join us at Corvallis Brewing Supply
on May 5th for the Cupcake Tasting to

decide the winner!

www.samuraigreenhousesupply.com

20% off MSRP on most items for our military Veterans.
Commercial,Agriculture, Business,and Community Garden pricing too.  

GREENHOUSE: Frames & Kits, Plastics, Cloths, Heating/Cooling/Lighting

HYDROPONIC: Flood, Aero,Mediums, Nutrients, H2O Tanks

ENVIRONMENT: Controllers, Fans, Air Filters, Reverse Osmosis

ORGANICS: Composts, Nutrients, Seed Savers Exchange Retailer

LIGHTING: High Pressure Sodium, Metal Halide, T-5s, Fluorescent

541.928.3431
32067 Old Hwy 34

Tangent, OR
Monday - Saturday
10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Locally owned and operated


